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JUNE 2, 2014 - 7:04 p.m. 1 

 2 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you very much for coming out this 3 

evening.  My name is Terry Wadden.  I=m facilitating the 4 

evening, and I=m going to, in a moment, introduce you to John 5 

Nisbit, who is - Nisbet, rather, sorry, John - who is a 6 

Committee member who is going to take us through the slides.  7 

Just for a point of clarification, I=m not an HRSB employee, 8 

so I=m just hired here to facilitate this process, and we=re 9 

going to ... I=ll go through some of the expectations with 10 

regards to procedures this evening.  And, well, actually, 11 

what I=ll do, I=ll do that first, John, and then I=ll pass it 12 

to you.   13 

Just a couple of things with regards to the speakers= list 14 

- those of you who have just arrived, if you are not on the 15 

list, we=re more than happy to have you speak when, when we 16 

go through the list; the other thing is I realize that three 17 

minutes isn=t a lot of time, but, right now, we=re at somewhere 18 

around 60 and so... 60 speakers, and I=m very okay with moving 19 

it up to around four minutes, four minutes and change, because 20 

you do pick it up, some people will speak less than two 21 

minutes, some people will speak longer.  You know, the 22 

important thing is, is that you=re, you=re going to have an 23 

opportunity to say what you want to say this evening.  24 

 You=re speaking to the Committee, the Committee is here 25 
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this evening, they are in the audience.  So I wanted to share 1 

that with you, as well.  Also, also, when you=re speaking, and 2 

I=ll have the watch going just for time, when you=re getting 3 

into your last 30 seconds, I=ll hold up the... just kind of 4 

get your attention with the yellow card there, and if you 5 

could then start to move to closure.  However, again, I=m not 6 

going to stick right to the three minutes.   7 

The other thing that I want to share with you, too, is 8 

that although we=re scheduled from 7 to 9:30, there=s no doubt 9 

in my mind this will be a very respectable evening, and I have 10 

absolutely no problem going beyond the 9:30 timeline, as long 11 

as people are getting an opportunity to speak.  So don=t get 12 

too, too overly concerned about the clock when it hits 9:30.  13 

I have no intentions of closing things down if we=re certainly 14 

making headway here. 15 

The other thing I wanted to bring your attention to is 16 

the evening is being taped by Verbatim.  Roberta is here with 17 

us this evening.  So the process of that is that tape will 18 

be transcribed, we=ll receive that by the end of business day 19 

Friday, at which time that will be then sent to all of the 20 

Committee members.  Those of you who are sending in emails 21 

this week, as well as ... the end of last week, as well as 22 

this week, every second day those are moved to the Committee 23 

members to make sure that they have those in time for their 24 

meeting on Monday.  Again, June 6th is the cutoff date, end 25 
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of business day, for any written submissions.  They can go 1 

to your rep, they can go to the Boundary email address as long 2 

as ... as long as we have it by Friday because that stuff will 3 

all then be moved to the Committee. 4 

There=s also, outside there, a feedback form, and that 5 

form is if you want to write questions down.  Put your contact 6 

information there.  And that also will go to the Committee 7 

and they will be responded to as well. 8 

Just, again, before I pass it over to John, just to 9 

remind you that the Committee is meeting again, based on your 10 

input tonight, your feedback, on Monday evening.  So there 11 

has not been any decision made with regards to what the 12 

Committee is putting forward.  This is where they are, this 13 

is where we are tonight in the process and it=s your evening 14 

to share your thoughts with the Committee. 15 

So we=re going to begin with ... I=ll pass it over to John 16 

and he is going to go over some slides that we have prepped 17 

for you with regards to, you know, the work that the Committee 18 

has done.   John? 19 

(Inaudible discussion out of microphone range) 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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JOHN NISBET: I=ll deal with it.  Thank you.   I had a 1 

script and I=m already off it.  I do want to start, though, 2 

by welcoming everybody to Halifax West.  West is best.  3 

Although C.P. Allen, I=ll admit, is somewhat good, too.    4 

My name is John Nisbet.  I=m the Chairman or Chair, 5 

excuse me, of the School Advisory Council here at Halifax 6 

West.  I am a member of the Boundary Review Committee.  I am 7 

not the Chair, I am not the Vice-Chair, I=m not the Secretary.   8 

All three of them have done good work for the Committee.  9 

My purpose now is to say welcome and to say thanks and 10 

to go over the slides a little bit, but before I go into that, 11 

I do want to go through some of the introductions, as just 12 

asked.    13 

What was just raised now was let=s just go through the 14 

names of the people on the Boundary Review Commission, excuse 15 

me, Committee.  If you=re comfortable, fellow members, just 16 

raise your hand if you=d like to identify yourself somehow when 17 

I say your name.  I=m just going from the list off the website 18 

now:  Bedford South Elementary, Lori Shea; Burton Ettinger 19 

Elementary, Julie Gibson; Charles P. Allen High, Lois Dillon; 20 

Clayton Park Junior, Brad Chisholm and Jackie Vanamberg have 21 

shared the duties; Duc d=Anville, Mary Lynn Vantassel; 22 

Fairview Heights Elementary, shared duties again - Carla 23 

Gobesi-Lynch and  Kelly Nichols; Fairview Junior High, Jim 24 

Melvin; Grosvenor-Wentworth, Andrea Coish; myself from 25 
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Halifax West;  Park West, May El Sharif sharing the duties 1 

with Devin Cameron; Rocky Lake Junior High,  Jean St. Amand; 2 

and Rockingham Elementary, Jan GentileNugent.  And that=s 3 

not to belittle or say no thanks to the staff, the principals 4 

and vice-principals that were also part of the Committee, but 5 

it=s the voting members that I=ve just named. 6 

As well, I=ve been asked to acknowledge the presences of 7 

several of the School Board members, and I don=t know all of 8 

you.  Christine, I know I saw ...  Is she in the room?   9 

Yeah.   I=m sorry, I don=t know who else from the School Board 10 

is here. If you want to ... 11 

SHERYL BLUMENTHAL-HARRISON: Sheryl 12 

Blumenthal-Harrison. 13 

JOHN NISBET:  Others? 14 

(Inaudible responses - out of microphone range) 15 

JOHN NISBET:  Good.  Some five.  Thank you very 16 

much. 17 

(Inaudible comments - out of microphone range) 18 

JOHN NISBET:  I don=t know. 19 

(Inaudible comments - out of microphone range) 20 

JOHN NISBET:  Let=s not get sidetracked right now.  21 

We are going to have Verbatim ... Any Boundary Review 22 

Committee member that doesn=t make it to tonight=s meeting or 23 

the entirety of the meeting, will have the opportunity, 24 

indeed, the duty to read over the transcript, and we=ll be 25 
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discussing that at a meeting next week, at least one more 1 

meeting. 2 

I do want to thank everyone for showing up and having 3 

this interest in what=s happening in our schools.   And I=m 4 

not speaking as a politician, I=m not running for office, I=m 5 

a volunteer, I=m a parent.  Thank you for showing up.  It=s 6 

a nice evening and we don=t get many of them in June sometimes 7 

here in Nova Scotia.  Thank you for coming to listen.   Thank 8 

you for coming to become better informed.  Thank you for 9 

speaking up as appropriate, as well.   Thank you for being 10 

active in our community and not leaving everything to others.   11 

I am the father of three - son, daughter, son.   My 12 

youngest ... or my wife=s and my youngest will graduate from 13 

Halifax West later this month.  We live in Fairview and our 14 

children have attended, in turn, Burton Ettinger, Fairview 15 

Junior and the West.  I expect most of you are familiar with 16 

the phrase >it takes a village to raise a child=.   My wife 17 

and I could not have raised our three children on our own.  18 

Extended family, neighbours, coaches, Sunday School 19 

teachers, Scout and Guide leaders, and other volunteers have 20 

all helped raise our children, and teachers in schools.    21 

I work as a Youth Court Crown Attorney here in Halifax. 22 

We have enough youth crime in Halifax to keep three of us busy 23 

full-time.  In Canada the ages for youth crime or for Youth 24 

Court is 12 to 17.  I get to see it when it goes wrong so badly 25 
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so often.  Junior High and High School seem especially risky.  1 

Family is incredibly important, but so is the larger 2 

community, and schools, obviously, are a very important part 3 

of that.  I hope and trust people truly value how important 4 

it is to attend this meeting and to listen and to speak.   5 

What is said here can add immeasurably to what we=ve already 6 

received - emails, reports, information, and what was said 7 

by your representatives from your schools. 8 

The Boundary Review Committee is made up of one member 9 

from each School Advisory Council for each school.   We are 10 

the voting members.  All are volunteers.   A principal or 11 

vice-principal has also attended meetings from each of the 12 

schools, and School Board staff have also attended and 13 

assisted us in the process.  All of them, of course, are 14 

non-voting.  Please remember our Committee only makes a 15 

recommendation what to do with the school boundaries to the 16 

School Board.   The Board will make the decision, the final 17 

decision, not us.  18 

The process to bring us to this point has involved our 19 

Committee meeting almost every Monday evening between 7 or 20 

6:30, the times varied, and ending around 9 or 9:30, 21 

alternating between meeting here at the West and at C.P. 22 

Allen.   We started in the first weeks of February, well, 23 

first week of February, when it was cold and snowy, and, 24 

hopefully, we=re going to wrap up before July actually gets 25 
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here.    1 

We have been given information and had questions 2 

answered and asked from Board, staff, principals.  We=ve 3 

received correspondence, mostly emails, from the larger 4 

community, and for me, personally, very importantly, I=ve 5 

listened to the other SAC members.    6 

Please, as appropriate, thank your school=s SAC member 7 

for their volunteer work at preparing and attending and 8 

participating in the Boundary Review Committee meetings, 9 

especially the Park West and Grosvenor-Wentworth School 10 

representatives.  They certainly have, I think, carried a 11 

fair responsibility. 12 

Speaking personally, I cannot say that this process has 13 

been enjoyable.  It=s taken time and effort away from other 14 

things.   Nonetheless, it is important and I see it as a duty 15 

for me as a member of the SAC.  I have personally served on 16 

SACs, various ones, for schools my children attended over 16 17 

years, and I=ve seen them go through the education system here 18 

in Nova Scotia, the public system.   19 

During that time, my own natural tendency to be cynical 20 

and suspicious has given way to a deep and profound respect 21 

for the teachers and principals in my children=s schools.  As 22 

I come to know them personally and observe their efforts and 23 

attitudes, that respect is deep and is real.  We have some 24 

excellent teachers and administrators in our schools.  These 25 
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people, too, have provided information and guidance to this 1 

Committee during the past three months or so.   This does not 2 

mean at all, however, that this boundary review process has 3 

been perfect; in my personal opinion, far from it. However, 4 

tonight, the Boundary Review Committee, having made some 5 

tentative decisions about school boundaries, needs to hear 6 

from you.  I want to hear from you.  We all, members of the 7 

Committee, want to hear from you. 8 

In less than perfect circumstances, the members of this 9 

Committee have been tasked with making a decision.  We are 10 

to make recommendations to the School Board about what to do 11 

with existing school boundaries.  I am no expert, but I live 12 

in the community, I care about it, I care about the people 13 

in it, and I work and volunteer in it.  I have been in most 14 

of your schools or most of the schools bound by this review 15 

or affected by this review, mostly because of my kids= sporting 16 

events.  I care deeply about the effectiveness of our schools 17 

in educating our children, all ages, 5 to 18 or so, in this 18 

my, in this our community.  Thank you very much for listening 19 

to me.  Again, it=s heartfelt.  Thank you for having this 20 

interest.   21 

And now what I=m going to do is go through the slides.  22 

I=m not going to read them all per se verbatim.  The summary 23 

in on the School Board web page, but at least we=ll get 24 

ourselves on the same page or close to the same page, as we 25 
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go through the slides. 1 

We=ve gone through the agenda.  Can we flip?  Okay, 2 

good.   Go to the next one, for the background.   Last fall 3 

or late fall, early winter, I believe, is when the School 4 

Board made the motion or passed the motion and the staff were 5 

directed, and, of course, the Committee was struck.   In my 6 

case, it was the principal coming to me, saying, AJohn, you=ve 7 

got to go attend these meetings on Monday night.@   You see 8 

there the list of schools, and the intent there, I understand, 9 

was, basically, any school that might be affected by a 10 

boundary change had a representative on the Committee.11 

 Oh, sorry.  Go on.   So then, I=ve already touched on the 12 

makeup of the Committee. 13 

Meeting dates:  January 27th there was a public 14 

information meeting.  We met some 13 times between February 15 

3rd and last week.  A possible time line for wrapping this 16 

up is, of course, after tonight=s public meeting, is our 17 

meeting next week.  Oh, and I missed, sorry, the June 6th, 18 

last date for written submissions.  June 13th, a report to 19 

the Superintendent, and, June 25th, a Board meeting.  I also 20 

understand from reading the website today that, if something 21 

substantive comes out of this meeting - I shouldn=t say if; 22 

I can=t think of a better word - if something substantive comes 23 

out of this, where we make some huge change to the tentative 24 

recommendation, then the possibility exists for another 25 
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public meeting.  Of course, we need to worry about that time 1 

line to try and have things done by the end of the school year. 2 

The purpose and mandate of the Committee was to develop, 3 

review and evaluate various scenarios, to determine a 4 

preferred scenario, and that would be an interim boundary 5 

proposal.  Again I emphasize, we make a proposal, we don=t 6 

make the final decision. 7 

Part of that process was developing and evaluating 8 

potential boundary revisions for the schools listed on this 9 

slide. 10 

Part of our job is to develop a report, which, again, 11 

will be passed on to the School Board.  It=ll also be made 12 

public. 13 

Our deliberations and considered policy paragraphs, I 14 

don=t know if it helps all of you for me to simply read through 15 

those.  There=s some 10 points altogether that we had to 16 

consider and, at various times, they were each discussed and 17 

raised, as they would affect a particular school or the 18 

particular scenario. 19 

We also got information from various other places:  the 20 

reports, the policies, themselves, you=ll see on there; of 21 

course, our terms of reference; the Baragar, I=m saying it 22 

wrong, Demographics Enrolment; the correspondence, I=ve 23 

touched on that; and the input from the members, themselves. 24 

Now to the actual proposals.   Enrolment data is set out 25 
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on this slide for Park West and Grosvenor-Wentworth.   And 1 

when we look at the Interim Boundary Proposal, it=s my intent 2 

now, we=ll simply look or quickly look at each of the slides 3 

or each of the proposals, and they=ve been delineated as 4 

Recommendation 1 and 2 for Park West and Grosvenor-Wentworth, 5 

respectively.  6 

For Park West, it=s huge, it=s a great configuration, make 7 

it a P-6, with the 7-9s going to Clayton Park Junior High, 8 

the Clayton Park Junior High feeder system be Duc d=Anville 9 

and Park West, and then the Fairview Junior High feeder system 10 

becomes Grosvenor-Wentworth, Park Elementary and Rockingham 11 

Elementary, sorry, and Burton Ettinger, as well, and Fairview 12 

Heights. The part of the recommendation is that this would 13 

be implemented in 2015.   14 

There were some six scenarios submitted and reviewed.  15 

And you start to see numbers there, 278 junior high students 16 

move from Park West.  Bussing is going to be a factor in this.   17 

And the recommendation for Park West is the preferred option, 18 

even though it is not ideal, given that the majority of the 19 

Park West desires status quo.  And, again, I can ...  Rest 20 

assured, please, as the SAC representative for your school, 21 

I came through loud and clear also in emails and other 22 

material presented. 23 

The slide here just gives us a block picture of the two 24 

feeder schools for Clayton Park Junior High.  And then, of 25 
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course, the next one shows for Fairview Junior High. 1 

The next slide shows Clayton Park Junior High=s 2 

functional capacity, the number given is 510, and then there=s 3 

projected enrolment for 2015 and 2018; and, similarly, for 4 

Fairview Junior High functional capacity, 840 is the number 5 

given, with projected enrolments for those same two years.  6 

Also, set to the right of each of those projected enrolment 7 

numbers are the percentage of utilization for the schools. 8 

The Grosvenor-Wentworth Recommendation - a little more 9 

complex in some ways:  a reassignment of students from Larry 10 

Uteck Boulevard and Fernleigh, am I saying it right, 11 

Subdivision to Bedford South School with the recommendation 12 

that Sunnyside Elementary become the Early French Immersion 13 

for Bedford South; and that there=s a redirection of Early 14 

French Immersion from Royal Hemlock to Rockingham; and 15 

regular program (English) students to remain at 16 

Grosvenor-Wentworth.  Again, the recommendation is 17 

anticipated to be that it would in September 2015.  18 

The Committee also recommends that the recommendation 19 

be implemented on a prospective basis for junior high and high 20 

school students. Some 18 scenarios were submitted by the 21 

community, staff, and Committee members, and were 22 

considered.  This recommendation would see 73 students to 23 

Rockingham, 65 to Bedford South, and 25 to Sunnyside.   24 

It=s kind of interesting for me to sit here and just toss 25 
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out numbers like that, when I don=t know the students and the 1 

personalities and the people involved, but there=s, 2 

obviously, real people behind all these numbers I=ve been just 3 

touching on with you.   4 

Again, the recommendation is the best solution, not 5 

ideal, and, again, an issue for Grosvenor-Wentworth is C.P. 6 

Allen capacity and population at Rocky Lake Junior. 7 

Projected enrolments include natural growth at the 8 

schools plus students as a result of the recommendation.  9 

Grosvenor-Wentworth functional capacity, the number given is 10 

459, projected enrolments, again 2015, 2018, you see the 11 

numbers there, and then the percentage utilization numbers.   12 

For Rockingham, the number given, again, functional 13 

capacity, 621, projected enrolments for those two years, and 14 

the percentage of utilizations.   And then the follow... 15 

It says current population, 402, natural growth in the next 16 

five years is some 50.  Anyways, total projected enrolment, 17 

543 is the final figure on that page.  18 

Bedford South, you can see the 675, the two years again, 19 

and again the numbers for current population, natural growth, 20 

and total projected. 21 

These are all available on the website, too, if somebody 22 

did want to make a written submission, because, obviously, 23 

we=re going through this fairly quickly, because we want to 24 

get on to the part of the meeting where we hear you people 25 
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speak. 1 

Sunnyside, functional capacity numbers, again, you=ve 2 

heard me say it twice already.    3 

Again, thank you.  It=s not easy seeing our children 4 

uprooted.  I know, for me, personally, it was harder to see 5 

the kids start Primary.  I was really worried about junior 6 

high, because it just seems so many bad things happen in 7 

junior high.  But we do have good staff, we have excellent 8 

teachers, we have volunteers, and we have people like you guys 9 

that actually care.  Again, speaking from the heart, there=s 10 

so many kids I see coming into court that have gotten in 11 

trouble, not because they=re inherently evil or bad kids, and 12 

it=s not always simply because of, you know, parents failing, 13 

but it=s because people didn=t care.   Thank you for caring.  14 

Thank you for coming tonight.  I want to turn it over to Terry 15 

now, who=ll be the facilitator.  And I know all of us, the 16 

members of the Committee, will be sitting here listening to 17 

what you have to say.  Again, thank you very much. 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you very much, John.  And before 1 

we start our list, I do want to echo John=s sentiments - I do 2 

want to thank all of the Committee members.  We=re entering 3 

our fifth month now with regards to the process, so it has 4 

been, it has been a long one, but I=m very pleased, again, that 5 

we=re here this evening to start to hear your feedback.   So 6 

the, we=ll begin with Recommendation 1, and so my plan is to 7 

call up the first four people on the list, and then after those 8 

four people speak, then I=ll move over to Recommendation 2 and 9 

another four people, and then just alternate back and forth.  10 

Again, although it says three minutes with regards to the 11 

time, I really think we can move, we can move that up a little 12 

bit and, hopefully, we=ll still end up getting out of here by 13 

midnight.  But I think it is important that, that you have 14 

an opportunity to speak. 15 

So we=ll begin with Recommendation 1, and so I, the four 16 

people who I will call will be Tyrone Cotie, Peter Hamilton, 17 

Craig Davidson and Rob Levings.    18 

The other thing, too, is if, in fact, you have any 19 

written material that you want to leave here, then you can 20 

feel free to leave it here and we=ll make sure we get it to 21 

the Committee. 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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JANET LEE: Could I, could I speak for a minute, Mr. 1 

Wadden?  I just want to introduce myself.  I=m the ... 2 

TERRY WADDEN:  I=ll introduce you. 3 

JANET LEE: Will you? 4 

TERRY WADDEN:  Yeah.  This is Janet Lee.  Janet Lee 5 

is on the SAC of Park West, and she has been at our last few 6 

meetings when Mae couldn=t make it. 7 

JANET LEE: That=s right. 8 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  9 

JANET LEE: I=ve just got a few remarks that I=d like 10 

to ... 11 

(Inaudible discussion out of microphone range.) 12 

TERRY WADDEN:  Just... Janet, could we wait til we 13 

start the speaks?  14 

JANET LEE: If ... just before Tyrone.  Do you mind? 15 

TERRY WADDEN:  Well ... Yeah, but Tyrone ... Could we 16 

not ... 17 

JANET LEE: I can just go to the mic, if you like, 18 

or I can sit here. 19 

TERRY WADDEN:  Go ahead. 20 

JANET LEE: I hope everybody can hear me.   Excuse 21 

me.   This needs to be tightened.   My name is Janet Lee and 22 

I sit on the SAC at Park West, and I=ve also been a member for 23 

the last couple of meetings of the Boundary Review Committee.  24 
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And what I=d like to speak to this evening, before everybody 1 

else speaks, is I think that ... I=d like to speak to a letter 2 

that was sent to Sheryl Blumenthal-Harrison and Christy 3 

Linders, who are two School Board members, on Wednesday, May 4 

28th, from a member of the Boundary Review Committee, about 5 

his experience on it.  I think it=s important that, before you 6 

make your presentations, you understand the content of his 7 

letter. 8 

Before I begin, I=d like to recognize the Boundary Review 9 

Committee member for bringing forth his concerns.  His 10 

letter is measured and considerate and reflective.  What he 11 

does is he brings up, he opens his letter with the following 12 

points.  He says: 13 

I am writing this letter to go on record 14 

concerning my experience as a voting 15 

member of the Boundary Review 16 

Committee.  What follows are my 17 

personal observations; however, I would 18 

urge you, the Board, to speak with other 19 

members of the Committee to determine 20 

whether they are shared... they share 21 

any or all of my experience. 22 

The Boundary Review Committee member, this Boundary 23 

Review Committee member makes eight points.  The first one 24 
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- and it concerns the Committee, itself - the first one is 1 

that  2 

There was, within the Committee,  3 

defensive posturing by HRSB staff and 4 

facilitator, along with rude behaviour, 5 

sarcasm, anger at being questioned 6 

about  accuracy of data. 7 

Secondly, he states: 8 

HRSB staff, the facilitator of the 9 

Steering Committee, and ... (excuse me) 10 

... HRSB staff and the facilitator 11 

steered the Committee towards scenarios 12 

the Board wanted. 13 

And I quote: 14 

It was also around this time that, in my 15 

view, the facilitator, along with some 16 

of the more vocal HRSB employees (which 17 

is Board staff), began efforts to steer 18 

the Committee towards particular 19 

scenario options.   My use of the term 20 

steer is deliberate.  I understand that 21 

there was certainly a need for staff and 22 

the facilitator to act as a resource for 23 

the Committee to make informed 24 
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decisions; however, that was not 1 

happening.   2 

I=d like to think I=m a reasonably 3 

well-educated and experienced 4 

administrator and that, I can assure you 5 

I am able to recognize when I=m being 6 

guided to a pre-determined outcome.  It 7 

is my opinion that, with regards to the 8 

Park West deliberations, that was the 9 

case.  I believe we were being steered 10 

towards options that were preferable to 11 

HRSB operations.  The most obvious 12 

example that I noted was the whole 13 

question around the status quo question 14 

for Park West.  Again, up until that 15 

point, I had no preconceived judgments 16 

on what was the best option in keeping 17 

with the interests of the kids at the 18 

school.  From the outset of those 19 

discussions, the facilitator, 20 

supported by HRSB staff comments, made 21 

it clearly known to Committee members 22 

that status quo was not an acceptable 23 

option on the table.  There was 24 
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considerable discussion by the 1 

Committee on this, where, again, the 2 

facilitator stated that a vote for 3 

status quo would not be accepted by the 4 

Superintendent or the Board, 5 

insinuating that it would be a waste of 6 

our time to pursue that course. 7 

Third point:  Emerging conflicts 8 

between several voting Committee 9 

members, the Chair, the facilitator, 10 

and HRSB staff, and deteriorating 11 

relationships.  There were times when 12 

it was difficult to recognize who was 13 

actually chairing the Committee. 14 

Fourth point:  Ingrained bias among 15 

Boundary Committee members, which 16 

prevents good decision-making.   I 17 

would note that there were three voting 18 

members and three corresponding 19 

principals from affected schools.  My 20 

impressions early on were that these 21 

members, collectively, were adamant 22 

that no additional students could be 23 

absorbed by the Bedford family of 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

25 

schools, regardless of the merits.  If 1 

my impressions are correct, and I think 2 

they are, I question how the Committee 3 

could possibly make good a decision with 4 

that ingrained bias at the table.   5 

A voting member stated that he felt that 6 

the HRSB created the Committee to effect 7 

a change; otherwise, we were just 8 

wasting everyone=s time.  Again, I 9 

believe the comments and behaviours of 10 

the facilitator and HRSB staff 11 

influenced some Committee members to 12 

feel that they could not recommend a 13 

status quo option.   The fact that 14 

these comments were made by a 15 

representative of a Bedford school adds 16 

to my concern, as I=ve already mentioned.    17 

Fifth: Secret ballot, which contravenes 18 

School Board policy. 19 

Sixth:   Manipulating Boundary Review 20 

Committee minutes. 21 

Seventh: Picking and choosing which 22 

boundary policies to follow. 23 

Eight ... 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

26 

The letter ends with the following statement: 1 

I can say without reservation that this 2 

was absolutely the most dysfunctional 3 

committee I have ever served on.  I 4 

think the reasons included what 5 

appeared to be a lack of respect, 6 

adherence for proper governance, at 7 

times questionable accuracy of 8 

information, steering or manipulation 9 

by the facilitator and/or HRSB staff, 10 

and bias on the part of some Committee 11 

members.    12 

I do not claim that both decisions 13 

reached are wrong, but the process used 14 

to reach those decisions were 15 

fundamentally flawed.   The Park West 16 

School decision, in particular, is 17 

still very troubling to me.   18 

We were reminded by the facilitator and 19 

some of the principals that kids are 20 

very resilient to change; it is the 21 

parents who have difficulty with a 22 

change.   My view is that kids are 23 

resilient only because they have no 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

27 

choice in the matter and no voice with 1 

which to object. 2 

I have very low confidence that what 3 

we=ve accomplished in the last five 4 

months could be interpreted as being in 5 

the best interests of the kids for that 6 

particular school; in fact, I=m afraid 7 

we=ve probably failed them.  It seemed 8 

that the Grosvenor-Wentworth process 9 

saw less steering interference, 10 

probably because the proposed options 11 

was the one Board staff supported.   12 

Whether or not this is true, the fact is 13 

I am left with that impression.  It so 14 

happens that the Grosvenor-Wentworth 15 

decision was the option that I 16 

supported. 17 

In closing, my experience with this 18 

Board review process was that of feeling 19 

managed down paths that suit HRSB 20 

operation purposes but dressing it up as 21 

if the results are coming from a panel 22 

of voting parents making a 23 

well-thought-out, analytical decision.   24 
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Again, I recommend you speak directly 1 

with other members of the Committee, 2 

including the Chair, and make your own 3 

determination. 4 

This was a letter that was sent to the School Board on 5 

May 28th.  So the following, I ask the Board Committee 6 

members this:  the process is illegitimate and the Committee 7 

should be dissolved.  We understand and hear that 8 

Grosvenor-Wentworth has asked for a solution to their 9 

problems.  However, a new and legitimate process can and 10 

should be started to deal with their problems.  There is 11 

time, and it can be done by the HRSB.   We wholeheartedly 12 

support Grosvenor-Wentworth; however, as unfortunate it is 13 

to start again, the ends can never justify the means.   14 

Having a fair and transparent process that can be utilized 15 

by, for HRSB is far more important than the review.   16 

To the Halifax School Board, the Board should stop this 17 

boundary review process immediately.  Park West School 18 

should remain P-9 and the boundaries enforced as stated in 19 

its Board policy.  Grosvenor-Wentworth must be dealt with.  20 

The timeline set out, as was spoken, was September 2015 for 21 

any changes.   There is time to deal with it.  Complete the 22 

review that is currently ... There is time to deal with it.   23 

What we want is to complete the review that is being 24 
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undertaken by the Policy Development and Review Committee by 1 

the School Board.  The boundary review process must be 2 

changed.  It is divisive and does not work.  The legacy of 3 

this review is the spectre of HRSB staff manipulating the 4 

process and interfering with public input.  Swift action 5 

must be taken.  This is not a power play, as, I think, quoted 6 

from one School Board member, this is not a game of power.  7 

What it is is what we ... we want to see what is right and 8 

fair in this process.  The process is irretrievably broken. 9 

To both the Boundary Review Committee and the Halifax 10 

Regional School Board, I ask you this:  use this review as 11 

an opportunity to learn.  In a broader sense, it should be 12 

seen as an opportunity as how not to do a boundary review.  13 

In that respect, it will be a very valuable review.  These 14 

lessons should have been learned in previous boundary 15 

reviews, such as at Cavalier School and Bedford South.  And 16 

it would be unconscionable not to learn and take corrective 17 

action as a result of this current problem.    18 

It is a privilege to stand here and speak to you, all 19 

of you, and, hopefully, listen to everything that you have 20 

to say.  But this is the only part of the process that has 21 

been fair, transparent, and honest, and it=s sad to say that.  22 

The rest of the process does not work. 23 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you, Janet.  Tyrone?  Okay, 24 
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Tyrone Cotie, followed by Peter Hamilton. 1 

TYRONE COTIE:   It=s not very often I have to adjust a 2 

mic up.   Okay.  Similar to Janet, I am actually going to 3 

face the crowd because most of the Boundary Review Committee 4 

members are in the crowd.  So please don=t take it as a sign 5 

of disrespect to the folks behind me. 6 

My name is Tyrone Cotie, and my wife and I have two 7 

children attending Park West.  I recognize, too, that the 8 

Grosvenor-Wentworth parents have indicated they have a 9 

problem that needs to be addressed, and we fully support them, 10 

at Park West, in seeking solution from the School Board. 11 

With respect to a problem, this is not a case with Park, 12 

that=s not the case with Park West School.   The alleged 13 

problem at Park West School is just that, alleged.  It=s an 14 

illusion.  There=s no substantial complaints by Park West 15 

parents, and, in fact, 97 percent of the letters sent to the 16 

Boundary Review Committee from parents support the existing 17 

P-9 configuration.   There is no overcrowding at Park West.  18 

All children have seats.   The school is clean and spacious, 19 

while providing the required programming and cafetorium 20 

facilities.  It=s a great school.   Furthermore, it now 21 

appears clear that the solution for Grosvenor-Wentworth does 22 

not involve Park West.  So why does the recommendation of 23 

this Committee attempt to force unneeded change on Park West?   24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

31 

The Fowler report says that parents need to know why when a 1 

change is being proposed.    2 

Members of the Boundary Review Committee, there are 3 

seven of you who voted to remove the Grades 7-9 from Park West.  4 

Do you know why that is the correct recommendation?   This 5 

will produce undue hardship on students and break up a great 6 

community school, a great walking school, a school that 7 

people bought houses or rented apartments in Clayton Park so 8 

their children could attend.  Students will be exposed to 9 

unnecessary dangers as they navigate across the four lanes 10 

of traffic on Dunbrack Street.    11 

The BRC or Boundary Review Committee=s proposal or the 12 

notes on the slide, on... I guess it=s preliminary at this 13 

point, suggest that students would be bussed.  That=s outside 14 

the School Board Policy.   It also contravenes what the 15 

Superintendent told me and three other parents in a 16 

one-on-one meeting about a couple of months ago, when he said 17 

it was completely outside policy and it=s not a luxury to 18 

confer on parents from Park West.    So it=s completely 19 

unlikely ... You can=t take that seriously, that that ... That 20 

recommendation would not be taken seriously, and it puts our 21 

children at risk, and I hope the Boundary Review Committee 22 

members understand that. 23 

The boundary review process is broken and it=s 24 
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illegitimate, as Janet mentioned, with respect to Park West.  1 

Further, there have been similar complaints regarding the 2 

process for both Bedford South, and we have received a 3 

detailed letter from a parent outlining the issues, as well 4 

as Cavalier Drive.   If this Committee allows the process to 5 

continue with respect to Park West, you=re going to harm both 6 

students impacted by this review and, by default, future 7 

boundary reviews, including perhaps your own schools, should 8 

they be subject to such a review in the future. 9 

Before I wrap up, let=s talk about the facts for Park 10 

West.  The Boundary Review Committee now has information 11 

that shows the real Park West capacity numbers are, in fact, 12 

a hundred higher, a hundred seats higher than the numbers that 13 

continue to be quoted by the, by the School Board.  In fact, 14 

the slide up earlier today is still incorrect.  It says 660; 15 

it excludes the portables.   That=s offensive, to be honest, 16 

that=s offensive.   When you know, when you know the 17 

difference, when you have the information, and you continue 18 

to mislead people by misquoting information, it=s offensive. 19 

The capacity numbers provided by the School Board staff 20 

for Park West were wrong, and they continue to mislead all 21 

people involved by excluding the portables in the numbers.  22 

These children, as I said, have seats today, the school is 23 

clean and spacious, providing all the required programs.  24 
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That is misleading; that=s offensive.  The enrolment at Park 1 

West is, in fact, declining.  It=s expected to continue to 2 

decline for the next five years.  The premise upon which this 3 

proposal was put forward to the School Board members was that 4 

Park West was overcrowded and had an increasing population 5 

problem.   That was misleading by staff.  In fact, the 6 

staff=s own projections show declines.  So the statement 7 

about a growing population was misleading, and they continue 8 

to mislead by not correcting that. 9 

Current registration for 2014-2015 shows a decline of 10 

54 students at Park West to 729.  If you take the 660 plus 11 

the portables and give you the actual capacity of 760, we=re 12 

actually below capacity.   And the projection for the next 13 

five years are for continued declines.  Why are we making a 14 

change with Park West?   There is no problem with functional 15 

capacity, nor is there expected to be one in the next five 16 

years.  Why would that make sense?   Given the Boundary 17 

Review Committee members now have accurate information, I 18 

believe it would be prudent that the Boundary Review 19 

Committee recommends that the ... 20 

TERRY WADDEN:  30 seconds. 21 

TYRONE COTIE:  ... P-9 configuration be maintained at 22 

Park West (I=m just about finished), as it is clear that there 23 

will not be any issues over the next five years should it 24 
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retain the P-9 format.    1 

The second message, and it=s only going to be quick, that 2 

I want to deliver to the Boundary Review Committee is about 3 

accountability.    I appreciate that this has been a long and 4 

difficult process for the volunteers.  Unfortunately, that 5 

does not excuse volunteers from doing what=s right, nor does 6 

it excuse volunteers from being held accountable.   School 7 

Board=s legal counsel, Ian Pickard, a partner at McInnes 8 

Cooper, told Boundary Review Committee members that there is 9 

no individual liability as long as the committee is acting 10 

in good faith, doing their best job and doing the job they=re 11 

supposed to do.   He further noted that the Committee is 12 

entitled to question data provided and the reliability of the 13 

information.   14 

Having been in receipt of numbers that do not support 15 

a change, if members persist in ignoring the facts before them 16 

and recommending unsupported change, it could be determined 17 

that they have not acted in good faith. 18 

Finally, despite what the slide said about the things 19 

the Boundary Review Committee gave consideration to being in 20 

accordance with school policy, it is not evidenced in the 21 

minutes that those deliberations, in fact, took place for 22 

Park West and that serious consideration was given to 23 

maintaining the P-9 option.  24 
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 I don=t want to sound like I=m threatening Boundary 1 

Review Committee members.  I=m simply pointing out that now 2 

that you have accurate information, it is the time for you 3 

to revisit your recommendation with Park West, ensure, and 4 

ensure that your recommendations are supported by the facts.  5 

The vote with respect to removing the Grades 7-9 from Park 6 

West was 7-5, so it=s clear there is no consensus on this issue.   7 

My hope is that now that the seven Boundary Review Committee 8 

members who voted to remove the Grades 7-9 from Park West have 9 

substantially more information regarding the actual 10 

enrolment of Park West, the projected enrolment trends at 11 

Park West, and the fact that no change is required at Park 12 

West to accommodate the required solution to 13 

Grosvenor-Wentworth, they will revisit their vote on the Park 14 

West recommendation and accept that, in the absence of a 15 

strong explanation as to why changes should be made, they will 16 

only... they will support the only recommendation for Park 17 

West that has any facts to support it, maintaining the P-9 18 

configuration.    19 

BRC members, this is all about accountability and 20 

standing behind the work you=ve done and your good names.  Do 21 

not allow the School Board to run roughshod over our students, 22 

our communities, and you, the Boundary Review Committee 23 

member volunteers.  Please have the courage to do what=s 24 
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right.   Thank you very much. 1 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Peter Hamilton? 2 

PETER HAMILTON: Hello.  My name is Peter Hamilton.  3 

I=m father of three students at Park West.  The School Board 4 

has a lot of rules; so many, in fact, that they have a 5 

full-time staff member attending every meeting of the Board 6 

of Governors to, basically, interpret the rules and 7 

regulations.  The rules are there to try and ensure that the 8 

schools are governed in a fair way that is in the best 9 

educational interests of the children and ensure public 10 

participation in the governing process.  For democracy to 11 

work, we have to have openness, transparency, and honesty, 12 

which enables the public to see the process as legitimate and 13 

accept the decisions that are made. 14 

The Boundary Review process in this case has not 15 

followed the rules.  All the meetings of the HRB School Board 16 

and its committees are required to be public, but in the case 17 

of the Boundary Review Committee, they have not been public 18 

and never have been.  The time and place of each meeting is 19 

not announced to the public until the day after the meeting 20 

takes place, so you can=t attend, even if you wanted to.   The 21 

volunteer Committee members were told not to discuss 22 

questions they had from the public about what was being said 23 

at the meeting or discussed at the meeting.  They were to be 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

37 

referred to the minutes.   1 

A small group of Park West parents, myself and my wife 2 

included, have tried to attend the supposedly public meetings 3 

of the Boundary Review Committee.  When the group of us 4 

parents walked through the doors of the first meeting, the 5 

HRSB staff immediately stated that there was no.. this was 6 

a private meeting and the group would have to leave.   The 7 

Committee then went on to vote, by secret ballot, to close 8 

that meeting to the public, and, thereafter, the same 9 

scenario repeated at every following meeting - it was closed 10 

by vote of the Committee. 11 

The rules do allow for a private Committee member(sic) 12 

following a Committee vote but only in the case where 13 

individual people are being discussed, individual named 14 

people are being discussed and it=s confidential information.  15 

This is certainly not the case in these meetings. 16 

Secret ballots are also formally forbidden by the HRSB 17 

in all its meetings but have become common in this Committee. 18 

So we have to ask the question, why did the organizers 19 

of this Committee not follow the rules?   Why would they not 20 

want community participation?  Why would they not want 21 

public at the meetings?  Is there a hidden agenda? 22 

The Review has broken critical rules and regulations 23 

that are in place to ensure transparency and fairness.  There 24 
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have been secret meetings, secret ballots, information 1 

withheld from the Committee, information provided in secret 2 

to the Committee, and blocking of legitimate public 3 

participation at every opportunity.  The volunteer Boundary 4 

Review Committee has been mis-advised about the correct 5 

process.  So the recommendation to move Grade 7-9 students 6 

away from Park West and close the Junior High must be 7 

considered flawed and suspect. 8 

I strongly urge the Committee to review this 9 

recommendation, not to be bullied and manipulated into 10 

putting forward something that will damage our community for 11 

many years.  Thank you. 12 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  Craig Davidson, followed 13 

by Rob Levings. 14 

CRAIG DAVIDSON: Good evening.  My name is Craig 15 

Davidson.  I=m a parent at Park West School.  My wife and I 16 

have three girls, our oldest a student here at Halifax West 17 

and spent 10 years at Park West, from Primary through 9.  Our 18 

two other girls are students at Park West, in Grade 2 and Grade 19 

6.   Park West is exceptional.  Our kids love the West.  It=s 20 

home to them.   It=s where they spend many of their waking 21 

hours through the week, and they are thriving there. 22 

I would like to provide an important statistic which, 23 

to this point, has not been presented.   It is aimed at making 24 
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very clear how little support exists for change within Park 1 

West community.  This past Friday a Park West SAC 2 

representative and a member of our community - just happens 3 

to be a lawyer; for legitimacy reasons, I=ll add that - they 4 

visited the Halifax Regional School Board office in Dartmouth 5 

and reviewed all correspondence provided to the  Boundary 6 

Review Committee through the entire four-month process.  7 

From that review of that documentation, it was confirmed that 8 

more than 97% of all correspondence received by the Committee 9 

supported leaving Park West a P-9 school, more than 97%.    10 

This is an unquestionable and undeniable majority in the eyes 11 

of any community or any elected official and leaves 12 

absolutely, absolutely no doubt that any opposing views 13 

represent anything other than a negligible majority, or, 14 

sorry, minority within our community.   15 

At Grosvenor, they spoke publicly about the complaints 16 

of how the school isn=t clean, children eating lunch at their 17 

desks, no music room, complaints and concerns to the SAC, et 18 

cetera.  None of this is happening at Park West. 19 

If anyone tries to suggest it is, you know, sorry, you 20 

now know for a fact they could only be referring to the opinion 21 

of less than 3 percent of the Park West community.  So let=s 22 

not have any more of that spin as to overcrowded and such. 23 

The Boundary Review Committee slide deck, as you saw 24 
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earlier, presented, sorry, as presented, stated, and I quote, 1 

ARecommendation for Park West is preferred option, even 2 

though it is not ideal, given the majority of Park West 3 

community desire status quo.@    4 

To me, it=s astounding that, with respect to the Park West 5 

scenario, the Boundary Review Committee would put forth a 6 

recommendation where, if you make a change to Park West 7 

School, all other 11 schools in the Halifax West family are 8 

impacted.  You saw them run down the list of all the schools.  9 

Every other school is impacted if you make a change to Park 10 

West.  But, conversely, if you do not do anything to Park 11 

West, none of the other 11 schools are impacted at all. 12 

So I=d also like to echo, however, a previous comment - 13 

we, at Park West, fully appreciate that Grosvenor has an 14 

issue.  We couldn=t support you more.  And I think the vehicle 15 

for that was made very clear at Wednesday=s Halifax Regional 16 

School Board meeting, where a motion was tried to be put forth 17 

by, I think, Kirk Arsenault, where we tried to maybe divide 18 

the motion that Sheryl had put forth, where Grosvenor can be 19 

dealt with separately by the Board at any point in time, they 20 

didn=t need a review to try and implement change.  So we 21 

suggest that maybe that be the process and the vehicle.  Let=s 22 

not throw out what=s been done.  Let=s let Grosvenor move 23 

forward with the information from the review, but there is 24 
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no need whatsoever to involve Park West in this. 1 

So I=d like to close by saying, given that all that we=ve 2 

heard this evening, it would seem as though the Boundary 3 

Review Committee has been steered into believing what the 4 

preferred option is.  The disconnect that exists here is 5 

beyond reason.  There is just no explanation for it.  Thank 6 

you. 7 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  Rob Levings? 8 

ROB LEVINGS: Hello.   My name is Rob Levings and I 9 

have two children at Park West School.   Tonight you=ve heard 10 

and will hear many concerns expressed about the impacts that 11 

proposed changes to Park West will have on the community, 12 

families and students.   You will also hear concerns 13 

expressed about the process that was used to get us to this 14 

point and to the point of a final decision in late June.   The 15 

Board has heard it all before in other school closure and 16 

boundary review exercises.  The media has heard it all 17 

before.  We all have.   18 

The risk that we run is that we discount these concerns 19 

as, just as something to be expected and, ultimately, to be 20 

dismissed, just the ravings of a community that feel 21 

threatened by change.   But what if these ravings are based 22 

on truth?  What if, hidden in all of this noise, there is 23 

evidence that the process that got us here is broken and needs 24 
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to be overhauled?    1 

I=d like to remind everyone that the school closure 2 

process is being overhauled over the very same types of 3 

concerns, to the point that there is now a recommended halt 4 

in additional school closures until the process is fixed.  We 5 

need to do the same with the boundary review process. 6 

Let=s look at one example of how this process failed the 7 

community.  The original terms of reference for this 8 

process, the mandate of it, was to reassess the boundaries 9 

for Park West.  These terms of reference were agreed upon at 10 

the outset and communicated to the public.   But the mandate 11 

was quickly switched to become one that, effectively, closes 12 

the Park West Junior High School, moving those students to 13 

another community.   No other option was put forth by Board 14 

staff, nothing related to boundaries, as the original terms 15 

of reference would suggest.  This process is now a school 16 

closure dressed up as a boundary review.  And that=s not 17 

right.  Say what you like, but the impacts of moving Park West 18 

Grades 7-9 to another community are exactly the same as if 19 

you=d locked the doors on a stand-alone junior high building 20 

for this community. 21 

As you will hear tonight, there are other options that 22 

would be less impactful to the community; for example, 23 

enforcing the existing boundaries.  Unfortunately, the 24 
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unique and positive environment and high academic outcomes 1 

of Park West are so successful that others from outside of 2 

the legitimate school boundary send their children here 3 

without school approval.  Asking for proof of residency at 4 

the time of student registration must be implemented.  I 5 

sympathize with other families= interest in sending their 6 

children to a successful school, but the boundaries were put 7 

in place for a reason.  Let=s enforce them properly, as other 8 

schools are allowed to do. 9 

In summary, I am hopeful that the Board will listen to 10 

the wishes of the majority of our community that want them 11 

to explore other options to what is, in effect, a closure of 12 

the Park West Junior High.  I am hopeful, as well, that the 13 

Board will recognize the weaknesses in the process that was 14 

used to get us all to this point.   Finally, I hope that the 15 

Board will further recognize that basing as drastic a measure 16 

as closing the Park West Junior High on a boundary review 17 

process that=s in need of an overhaul is unwarranted, risky, 18 

and inappropriate, and that there is no logical case to be 19 

made as to why Park West needs to be changed from what is a 20 

highly successful school model.  Park West School isn=t 21 

broken; the process is.   Thank you. 22 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   We=ll now move to 23 

Grosvenor-Wentworth=s speakers= list, and the first four 24 
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speakers are Angus Swantee, Debbie Brown, Robert Wooden, and 1 

Brad MacLeod.   We=ll call on Angus Swantee, please, followed 2 

by Debbie Brown. 3 

ANGUS SWANTEE: Hi, there.  I=m Angus Swantee.  I have 4 

three children enrolled in French Immersion at 5 

Grosvenor-Wentworth who would be moved under the 6 

recommendation.  And how about that Park West!    7 

You know, the funny thing is, it=s been said many times 8 

that everyone=s in favour of a change at Grosvenor-Wentworth, 9 

but that=s simply not true.  There=s a large group of us in  10 

Royal Hemlocks that don=t want to see a change.  We have a lot 11 

of the same factors - portables not being included in 12 

functional capacity, out of area transfers that are taking 13 

up space that if they were enforced better, we wouldn=t have 14 

such a capacity issue.  So it=s some ... The reality is 15 

different than what=s been portrayed. 16 

So we, we=ve been told that the School Board can decide 17 

to change the Committee=s recommendation.  They might decide 18 

to move children from the English program instead of the 19 

French program.  They might decide it makes more sense to 20 

move children from Cresthaven or Wedgewood.  The end result 21 

is unknown.   And I=m not in favour of the recommendation, 22 

because it doesn=t address the most important element of this 23 

review, the children of the school. 24 
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We can ensure that the children=s best interests are 1 

looked after.  In our case, we can do so with a grandfather 2 

clause to whatever the final decision is.   A grandfather 3 

clause is a provision in which an old rule continues to apply 4 

to some existing situations.  So even though the boundary may 5 

change as part of this review, children who currently belong 6 

to Grosvenor-Wentworth and their siblings will remain in the 7 

current boundary and they=ll be able to finish what they 8 

started at Grosvenor-Wentworth.   9 

So there may be some questions about this: Is 10 

Grosvenor-Wentworth too overcrowded now?   11 

Grosvenor-Wentworth is a vibrant, full school, and the 12 

children are safe and doing very well.  There are 488 13 

students there this year.  Next year that number is 492.  So 14 

this is straight from the school; the numbers were up there 15 

on the, on the PowerPoint.  So we=ve got a full year of no 16 

growth and, by students graduating and some choosing to move, 17 

the numbers will begin dropping immediately.  Any reasonable 18 

parent that had safety concerns would move their child to 19 

another school - I would have - and I haven=t seen that happen. 20 

Will it take too long to reduce numbers?   No.  Some 21 

parents will decide it=s in their child=s best interests to 22 

move right away; some families will move away; each year a 23 

number of students will complete Grade 6 and move to their 24 
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next school.  Within a couple of years likely half the 1 

affected students will be at a different school and, within 2 

five to six years, this grandfather clause will be 3 

essentially complete. 4 

I read a recent news article that a few parents want a 5 

lunch room and a music room in the school.   By including a 6 

grandfather clause, the lunch room might need to wait an extra 7 

year or two, but this is a crucial time in the children=s lives.  8 

Studies prove that moving a child to another school causes 9 

lower academic performance for many of those children.  Let=s 10 

help them succeed.   Their well-being is more important than 11 

having a separate lunch room in year one.    12 

Whatever area we=re talking about moving - Wedgewood, 13 

Cresthaven, Royal Hemlocks - every one of these kids are worth 14 

it.  I=m here to give a voice to the kids that have made the 15 

connections with friends, with teachers, with EXCEL staff, 16 

connections to the school.  Don=t rip them from that school 17 

that=s been their home for half their lives.  A grandfather 18 

clause for Grosvenor-Wentworth is a win-win with no downside.  19 

By including a Grosvenor-Wentworth... Sorry.  By including 20 

a grandfather clause, you will provide parents with the 21 

ability to make the best choice for their children.  Don=t 22 

take that away from us.  The kids are worth it.  I hope you 23 

agree. 24 
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TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Debbie Brown. 1 

DEBBIE BROWN: I=m not sure if I=m going to be tall 2 

enough. 3 

DEBBIE BROWN: I have ... I'll try not to bore you with 4 

all the pages I have here.  I'm a mother of a five-year old 5 

son who attends Grosvenor and he's in the French Immersion 6 

Program.  I'm only here to speak about the Grosvenor scenario 7 

and that's scenario 8A or the recommendation number two.   8 

There's been ... unlike Park West, with Grosvenor there 9 

are many different interests at stake.  And the current 10 

scenario for Grosvenor is, in my opinion ... I believe, at 11 

least, to be the most balanced.  Sorry.  Oh!  Okay.  Now you 12 

can hear me. 13 

Yeah.  So I'm a mother of a five-year old son who attends 14 

Grosvenor and he's in the French Language Program.  And so 15 

I'm here to speak about the Grosvenor scenario, which is 16 

recommendation number two, or scenario 8A.  Unlike the Park 17 

West scenario, there were many different interests at stake 18 

with Grosvenor and there were 18 different scenarios that 19 

were considered, all kinds of different factors.  20 

In my opinion, I think the one that is before the Board 21 

now, or the scenario being suggested, is the fairest to all.  22 

I say "fairest" knowing that not every one is going to be happy 23 

with the scenario, but it's just simply not possible in a 24 
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boundary review process for everyone to be happy. 1 

I'm going to ... what I'm going to do is go through the 2 

ten purposes, the criteria.  So number one was a long-term 3 

viability.  The current scenario considers the future 4 

development in the neighbouring communities by spreading the 5 

children over three schools.  In the five years, the 6 

utilization numbers for Rockingham, Grosvenor, and Bedford 7 

South are still within optimum utilization.  No school is 8 

going to be overwhelmed by the numbers. 9 

Should a new high school be built in the Ravines in the 10 

future, the School Board can revisit the school boundaries.  11 

That will take into consideration any concerns that C.P. 12 

Allen might have.  My understanding is that by year 2018, 13 

we're talking 35 children from this particular boundary 14 

review, which would be affected in C.P. Allen. 15 

Number two is a potential enrolment growth.  There's 16 

been significant growth through the developments of the Royal 17 

Hemlocks and the Bedford Southwest communities in the last 18 

three to five years which has put significant pressures on 19 

the Grosvenor student body.  My understanding is that the 20 

next phase of development, that's only going to increase the 21 

enrolment pressure at Grosvenor.  Grosvenor is currently at 22 

107 percent utilization. 23 

By spreading the children in the current scenario, we 24 
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are ... the scenario protects the children by community and 1 

by program.  So they go to schools and the current scenario 2 

it takes into factor future growth and enrolment pressures. 3 

Use of the space that's disused due to the enrolment 4 

decline.  Currently, Rockingham is functioning at 65 percent 5 

utilization, Bedford South is at 68.  By year one, Rockingham 6 

would be at 79 percent, Bedford South at 80.  In five years' 7 

time, they're all still within optimal utilization.  8 

Rockingham is at 87 percent, Bedford South 84, Grosvenor 9 

would be around 85 percent.  And again ... so the growth in 10 

the communities is being shared and spread out amongst three 11 

separate schools.  12 

The optimal utilization of facilities.  The current 13 

scenario is going to allow Grosvenor to be able to reduce 14 

class sizes.  My son's primary class this year had 27 15 

students.  So I understand the Province is trying to reduce 16 

class sizes to have it so that it would be 20. 17 

The specialty programs which the previous speaker had 18 

spoke about, Band Room, Lunch Room, Art Room ... there's no 19 

Computer Lab.  They're currently in the Library.  And by 20 

spreading the children across the schools and increasing the 21 

numbers at Bedford South and Rockingham, presumably that will 22 

also allow those schools to optimize their resources and 23 

adjust their class sizes, as well. 24 
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The Board's policy on race relations, both Rockingham 1 

and Grosvenor will be able to continue to have both the French 2 

Language Program and the English Program.  The communities 3 

are multicultural.  That's not going to change.  It'll be 4 

able to have both languages.  Studies have shown that all 5 

children benefit from having dual programs within a school.  6 

Again, the current scenario doesn't divide based on a 7 

street.  It's trying to keep, as best as possible, 8 

communities together instead of just separating off one 9 

street.  You could be directly beside your schoolmates and 10 

classmates.  The current scenario with the Royal Hemlocks 11 

keeps the French Immersion kids all together as a group.  12 

They are in the French Immersion Program together, they're 13 

friends together.  The best of the scenarios is they get ... 14 

they go to the new school together as a community, as a group. 15 

The current scenario protects walking students and 16 

allows them to go to the community school.  Larry Uteck 17 

students ... some of the students in the Larry Uteck area are 18 

within walking distance of the Bedford South school, but yet 19 

they're bussed to another school outside of the community.  20 

With the current scenario, those students will be able to walk 21 

to the school within their own community. 22 

The students that are being rebussed to another area are 23 

students who are currently already being bussed.  And I 24 
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understand it's another point five of a kilometer that they 1 

would be being bussed to the alternative school.  And, again, 2 

the current scenario protects a business in the area.  We 3 

have Wedgewood Little School which has been in operation for 4 

over 25 years.  Some of the scenarios that were being 5 

proposed, that business could have closed because of the 6 

students being moved.  The current scenario allows that 7 

business to continue to operate and thrive.  It's been in the 8 

business and it has deep roots in the community. 9 

The impact on the delivery of the programs.  Again, I've 10 

said that the French Language Program will continue to 11 

operate at both Grosvenor and at Rockingham.  Grosvenor's 12 

numbers will be reduced, but it'll go back to numbers that 13 

it had operated at historically prior to the growth in the 14 

neighbouring communities.   15 

The school will also have the flexibility to have 16 

students and accept them in the Out-of-Area Program.  So if 17 

there are families that are being moved, that have situations 18 

where they need to continue to stay in the school that they're 19 

at, they can apply to be in Out-of Area.  With the reduced 20 

numbers, surely, that some of those families in those 21 

situations would be able to be accommodated. 22 

TERRY WADDEN: About 30 seconds. 23 

DEBBIE BROWN: Thank you.  So the family school 24 
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structure.  So people are staying within the same school.  1 

Clarity, consistency of boundaries.  The geographical 2 

boundaries are clear and consistent.  Most important part I 3 

find in this is in Grosvenor it is not built in the 4 

neighbourhood to have as many busses.  So by reducing the 5 

amount of busses in the area, the School Board would be 6 

essentially reducing the risk and foreseeable liability that 7 

arises out of having high vehicle/pedestrian traffic in the 8 

Grosvenor area.  It's just not designed to have a high number 9 

of busses in and out of the area.   10 

It's responsible for the ... the Halifax Regional School 11 

Board is responsible for the safety of the children and has 12 

an obligation to reduce foreseeable risk wherever possible.  13 

By having less busses and more walking students, they reduce 14 

the risk. 15 

Children who are being bussed out of Larry Uteck to 16 

Grosvenor are now able to walk to their community school.  17 

They're having busses for the French Immersion ... from Larry 18 

Uteck area.  And, again, Royal Hemlocks, the neighbourhood, 19 

the French Language Program, they're being kept together as 20 

a program, as a group of students who study together. 21 

Again, of all the scenarios, and I know it's impossible 22 

to have everybody be completely satisfied and happy in any 23 

kind of boundary review because it necessarily indicates that 24 
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somebody is going to have to move, but of all the 18 scenarios, 1 

this is the fairest one of all and the one that seems to be 2 

able to meet all ten criteria.  And I would just like to voice 3 

my support for the current scenario for Grosvenor.  Thank 4 

you. 5 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Robert Wooden, followed by 6 

Brad MacLeod. 7 

ROBERT WOODEN: Thanks, Terry.  I speak in public a lot 8 

but I'm a little nervous tonight because it's kind of highly 9 

charged in here.  So my name is Robert Wooden.  I'm a parent 10 

of a son at Rocky Lake Junior High and a daughter who is just 11 

completing an excellent program at Bedford South.  I will try 12 

to keep my remarks to three minutes, despite previous ... 13 

we'll see what happens. 14 

So I'm speaking on recommendation number two concerning 15 

Grosvenor-Wentworth.  And, in my view, it is not a logical 16 

one.  And I have three points to cover under that.  So, 17 

first, despite what the previous speaker said, I don't see 18 

that it follows the policy under Creating School Populations, 19 

specifically long-term viability, enrolment, and family of 20 

schools structures to be considered. 21 

So long-term viability, yes, there's lots of charts of 22 

Bedford South and there's a capacity.  I don't deny that.  23 

However, we're looking at adjusting family of schools, so 24 
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there's other schools that need to be looked at.   1 

Specifically ... I didn't bring the little bar chart 2 

with me, but it does show that without any changes, the brand 3 

new CPA is going to go up to 113 percent by 2018.  It's already 4 

at 95 percent.  And everyone knows that optimum utilization 5 

is 85 percent.  Halifax West is dropping from 90 to 86 6 

percent, without any changes.  So I'm not sure where the 7 

logic is, moving students from one family of schools, which 8 

is against the Creating Schools Policy.  I'm not sure why 9 

that is taking place.  It's not logical to me. 10 

Second point, there's been a lot of reference over the 11 

last couple of years about another high school to go somewhere 12 

between Halifax West and CPA.  If you do some research on the 13 

website, it's often referred to as the Ravines High School.  14 

So I need to stress that just because you ask for 15 

something, and, in this case, HRSB, and ... it doesn't mean 16 

you're going to get it from who you ask it for.  And, in this 17 

case, the Province.  It took years to get funding for the new 18 

CPA and it was only secured in election promise by Rodney 19 

MacDonald.  Remember him, 2009?  So an election promise.  20 

Four years to get a school built.  It's 2014 right now.  So 21 

four years put us in 2018. 22 

However, it was a different time back in 2009, I'd point 23 

to you.  Different political climate going on now.  And I 24 
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would also point out to you that we're doing pretty good.  1 

Halifax West, nice, pretty new school.  CPA, nice, brand new 2 

school.  How much political will is there going to be despite 3 

HRSB asking for another high school for that area of the 4 

province?  Is that a smart political move by the government 5 

of the day?  I'm not really sure. 6 

So I would remind you in terms of just because there's 7 

a capital construction list and just because the new high 8 

school for that area is listed as number four ... it's not 9 

even number one, two, or three.  It's number four.  It 10 

doesn't mean it's going to come to fruition.  So remember 11 

that Christmas gift you asked for?  Did you always get it?  12 

No.  So I don't doubt it'll come one day, but it won't be 13 

coming in some of the time frames that people are indicating 14 

here.   15 

So my final point ... oh!  And it's a 35 to $40- million 16 

price tag.  And given what the Government has in money, give 17 

a little thought to that.   18 

So my final point concerns the vote itself.  So the vote 19 

was seven for and five against.  However, all the appropriate 20 

people weren't at the table, so we're putting more students 21 

into Rocky Lake and we're putting more students at CPA.  They 22 

were at the table.  That's fine.  But as the report says, it 23 

won't be affecting CPA for four or five years.  Those parents 24 
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and those children aren't in CPA today.  They're in Basinview 1 

Drive Community School.  They're in Madeline Symonds Middle 2 

School.  They're in schools that didn't have a voice at this 3 

vote and weren't even at the table. 4 

In the case of Sunnyside Elementary, we're putting 5 

students into their school in 2015 and they were invited to 6 

the table two weeks ago.  And it's my understanding that they 7 

didn't feel comfortable coming to a rather emotional and 8 

divisive process when they were only invited at the 11th hour.  9 

So I note that the committee wants to make these 10 

decisions effective for September 2015, so instead of rushing 11 

to make a hurried decision, which I know the Board doesn't 12 

meet over the summer, but a bad decision is maybe a quick 13 

decision but it may not be the right decision. 14 

So I would ask ... and the Creating School Policy allows 15 

for it, that perhaps the Committee ... and I've been on a 16 

Boundary Review Committee, I know it's a lot of work and I 17 

have a lot of appreciation for the members, but maybe some 18 

work still needs to be done, because there is time to do so.  19 

Failure to do so, I think would be not responsible and unfair.  20 

Terry, did I hit three minutes? 21 

TERRY WADDEN: Yeah.  You're into the five-minute mode 22 

now. 23 

ROBERT WOODEN: Really?  That was five minutes?  24 
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Sorry. 1 

TERRY WADDEN: No problem, Robert.  Thank you.  Brad 2 

MacLeod. 3 

BRAD MACLEOD: My name is Brad MacLeod.  I've got two 4 

kids at Ecole Grosvenor-Wentworth Park and I'm speaking in 5 

favour of the recommendation put forth for our school.  I'd 6 

like to commend the Committee for a job well done.  Very 7 

touchy situation.  I've had dealings with them and in these 8 

dealings, I found them open, professional, and objective.  9 

As I said, I've supported the recommendation for our 10 

school.  Grosvenor-Wentworth is overcrowded, without space 11 

and dedicated rooms for EXCEL, Lunch, Art, Music.  I hope the 12 

new situation ... situation changes and the experience for 13 

my kids will be improved. 14 

One of the criteria in the School Board's Creating 15 

School Populations Policy is the impact and effect on 16 

communities.  I've been following the process, involved from 17 

the start, and I've always stated and restated whenever I 18 

could that I thought it was paramount that 19 

Grosvenor-Wentworth should remain an English school with a 20 

French Immersion option for the walking students in the areas 21 

traditionally served by the school, including Wedgewood, 22 

Birch Cove, Castle Hill and Cresthaven. I'm glad that the 23 

recommendation for the future of our school supports this.   24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

58 

It's not all ... going off script here, it's not all 1 

positive.  You know, my kids are going to lose friends in the 2 

proposed scenario.  I'll also have friends detrimentally 3 

affected.  But I'll state it again, I think the future of 4 

Grosvenor-Wentworth should remain an English school with a 5 

French Immersion option for the walking students in the areas 6 

traditionally served by the school; Wedgewood, Birch Cove, 7 

Castle Hill, and Cresthaven. 8 

Tough decisions have to be made.  I'm not thrilled that 9 

my kids will now be bussed farther for junior high, but I 10 

recognize that such compromises are sometimes necessary when 11 

you look at the big picture.  Thank you. 12 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Moving back to Park West, 13 

the next four speakers; Mamun Chowdry, Kelly Greenwood, Trish 14 

MacNeil, and Audrey Barkhouse.  Mamun Chowdry, please. 15 

MAMUN CHOWDRY: My name is Mamun Chowdry.  I am ... I 16 

have three kids, one already finished at the Park West and 17 

he's in end of year in Halifax West, and two is going to Park 18 

West. 19 

I have a lot of experience with public speaking and today 20 

I'm really, really shocked because this is the first time I 21 

saw that we are speaking some Committees they are not in the 22 

stage.  Where the Committee?  (Is a farce?)?  And most of 23 

the (inaudible) member not in the audience even.  Because 24 
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they know ... they're ashamed of their wrongdoing.  And most 1 

of the people, they know they're the string puppet of HRSB.  2 

That's why they wrote a big, big letter and they ignored it.  3 

And today they know this is our last chance for speaking.  Is 4 

eye wash, nothing else, because they already predetermine 5 

decision.  They were planning to tear our community school, 6 

our model school, the Park West, and doing something else. 7 

What a shame!  The truth, you should speak one time.  If 8 

you have a courage, say it's okay.  Forget all about 9 

consultation and stuff.  We are doing it.  Do you agree or 10 

not?  Forget it.  But doing eye wash meeting, try to convince 11 

something that (falls away?) is a forgery. 12 

Before I finish, I'm not taking that three minutes, I'm 13 

telling you a story.  Most of the people goes to dentist.  I 14 

think once every lifetime you visit dentist.  So if a dentist 15 

take your good tooth with your problematic tooth, this is 16 

malpractice and you are going to sue for that.  So we're the 17 

parents of Park West Panthers.  We're not giving up.  This 18 

is my last message for all Committee members.  We find lot 19 

of irregularities.  We find lot of discrimination in here.   20 

This is our last speech.  Now our lawyer will come and 21 

talk to you guys and knock your door.  We know how to follow 22 

our status quo order for Park West.  And do ... what are the 23 

problem with Grosvenor?  Deal with them, but don't mix up.  24 
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Thank you very much. 1 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Kelly Greenwood, please. 2 

KELLY GREENWOOD: Hi, my name is Kelly Greenwood and 3 

I'm a parent of two students at Park West School who just 4 

walked in from Cub and Scout events down at Point Pleasant 5 

Park where I'm sure they were having more fun than we're 6 

having here.  7 

I want to talk briefly about two things tonight.  First, 8 

the mandate of the Committee and; secondly, just some 9 

comments on walking schools, because I've been a great 10 

advocate for walking schools at Park West and other schools. 11 

But beginning with the more important issue of the 12 

mandate, we were told that this was a boundary review and a 13 

boundary review refers ... and this comes right out of the 14 

first information pamphlet at the information meeting on 15 

January 27th where information was provided but we didn't 16 

have a chance to say anything.  17 

But we were told then that a boundary refers to the 18 

designated geographic area around a school where children who 19 

live there attend the school.  Pretty clear.  The initial 20 

advertisement for the boundary review said this, the 21 

information sheet that I just read from said this, and the 22 

formal terms of reference which are on the HRSB website say 23 

this.  Doesn't say anywhere that grade reconfiguration is 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

61 

part of a boundary review.  "Grade configuration" are really 1 

just nice-sounding words for the HRSB plan to tear our junior 2 

high students out of Park West school and out of our 3 

community. 4 

The Board tried to include, when questioned about this 5 

throughout the last few months ... they tried to justify that, 6 

including the removal of Park West Junior High, as they 7 

claimed the Board talked about grade reconfiguration at its 8 

November 2013 meeting when the Board approved the proceeding 9 

with this boundary review that we're talking about now. 10 

If you listen to the proceedings from that meeting, the 11 

only grade configuration the Staff presented to the Board 12 

involved making high schools, Grade 9 to 12, instead of the 13 

current Grades 10 to 12. 14 

In the discussion that followed the Board presentation, 15 

one of the members, I think it was Christy Linders, said that 16 

grade configuration changed Park West to a P-6 school.  This 17 

was really a question she was asking.  She was suggesting or 18 

asking that this could be a type of grade configuration that 19 

might be considered as part of the boundary review, because 20 

she thought it would have to come up.  21 

The Staff presenter, who I believe was Jill McGillicuddy 22 

... and I think she's been a resource to this Boundary Review 23 

Committee.  She agreed that other forms of grade 24 
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configuration ... she was careful, I think, to avoid saying 1 

P-6 or to try and flag that.  She said it might need to be 2 

considered for Park West and that, in addition, any boundary 3 

review had to consider longer term considerations. 4 

The Superintendent addressed the issue at that meeting, 5 

as well, trying to smooth things over and he didn't talk about 6 

P-6 or removing junior highs.  He just talked about the 9 to 7 

12 story and not ripping out the junior highs from Park West. 8 

If HRSB wanted to consider a grade reconfiguration at 9 

any of the schools being reviewed in this process, they should 10 

have said so.  They should have made their intent clear.  11 

Grade range changes at a school can't be properly the mandate 12 

of a Boundary Review Committee unless they're specifically 13 

referenced.  The Board, in the interest of transparency and 14 

clarity, need to be clear from the outset about what the scope 15 

of the review was.  They had the chance to do this.  They 16 

chose not to do this.  They can't be doing this now. 17 

There was no discussion or debate by the Board in 18 

November of 2013 about eliminating P-9 schools from the HRSB 19 

school system, yet that is what the Board seems to be 20 

attempting to do school by school.  Janet Lee, when she made 21 

some comments at the outset, talked about Cavalier.  22 

Cavalier was the subject of a boundary review in 2002.  23 

Cavalier had a very successful P-9 school.  The community 24 
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loved it, just like we in the Park West community love our 1 

junior high school.  The Boundary Review Committee ripped 2 

their junior high students out and scattered them elsewhere.  3 

2013, they did the same thing at Bedford South and now Park 4 

West is the target. 5 

When asked if grade configuration was within the 6 

Boundary Review Committee mandate, the lawyer for the School 7 

Board wrote to one of our Park West parents and he stated that 8 

the determination of the grade configuration within a 9 

particular school is the exclusive function of the 10 

Superintendent.  That's a quote from his letter.  11 

But, yet, in the very next sentence, he's not even in 12 

a new paragraph, the very next sentence, he says:  "The law 13 

requires some level of public input into a change of grade 14 

configuration."  Well, if the law requires it, the Board 15 

should be clear that that's what they want to do and the Board 16 

should not try and hide behind a catchment area boundary 17 

review process. 18 

And in this catchment area boundary review process, they 19 

really had virtually no discussion about whether changing the 20 

boundaries of Park West would fix the alleged problem.  So 21 

I ask the Boundary Review Committee members to have the 22 

courage to do the right thing and take this removing the 23 

junior highs off the table for Park West School. 24 
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Getting back just for a minute to walking schools, 1 

because that's been a passion of mine since I've made my kids 2 

walk to school in the rain and in the sleet and in the snow, 3 

I love being in a community where the kids ... all the kids 4 

at the school except for a few special needs students are 5 

walking students.  It's really wonderful to see.  And in a 6 

world ... in an urban community like this, it should be the 7 

norm for all schools in the Halifax Regional School Board.  8 

Walking schools are what we want.  They help build our 9 

community.   10 

And I think that the School Board really needs to go back 11 

to basics and concentrate, beginning with Primary students 12 

wherever possible, having them go to neighbourhood schools 13 

and having them walk to school.  That's not going to work 14 

always for French Immersion, but I think it can work for most 15 

people.  And I think that that should really be a focus of 16 

the School Board, not building this new fancy school that they 17 

want in the Ravines and Bedford South, and not trying to get 18 

my kids, who they're trying to send now to Clayton Park Junior 19 

High, to go to this new Ravines High School instead of this 20 

school when we just live less than a kilometer and a half away 21 

from the school.   22 

So walking schools really have to be an important 23 

message and we all have to send that, whether we're from Park 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

65 

West or Grosvenor or any other school.  We have to send that 1 

message to the Board. 2 

And I just want to leave with one quote about walking 3 

to school.  And I found this very early in my role as Chair 4 

of the Active and Safe Routes to School Committee at Park West 5 

School.  This is a doctor from the Centre for Disease Control 6 

in Atlanta who was quoted in the Chronicle Herald back in 2007 7 

and he says, "A simple intervention like walking to school 8 

is a climate change intervention, an obesity intervention, 9 

a diabetes intervention, and a safety intervention."  We all 10 

want that for our kids and we all deserve it.  And the School 11 

Board better deliver it to us.  Thank you. 12 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Trish MacNeil, followed by 13 

Audrey Barkhouse. 14 

TRISH MACNEIL: Good evening.  I first would like to 15 

thank May El Sharif and Janet Lee, our representatives of Park 16 

West School who had gone through a process and obviously not 17 

one of ideal conditions for them. 18 

I'm a parent of two children at Park West School.  My 19 

education and work experience have been in facility 20 

operations where I worked at Saint Mary's for 14 years in that 21 

role.  The functional capacity number presented at the 22 

initial Boundary Review meeting in January did not represent 23 

accurate or true functional capacity numbers for Park West 24 
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and it is doubtful they are accurate for other schools. 1 

The Park West number has been misrepresented to indicate 2 

that 783 students have been squeezed into 660 spaces.  This 3 

is not true and is not the case.  For true representation of 4 

functional capacity, the portable space must be included.  5 

But regardless of the functional capacity number for a 6 

school, whether it be 500 or 1000, it is important that the 7 

enrolment must be controlled and managed.   8 

The registration policy, part of the framework for 9 

Creating School Populations, can accomplish and control this 10 

number, but it must be followed.  The policy states that all 11 

students must register at their neighbourhood school by March 12 

1st of each calendar year for September of the next school 13 

year.  If proof of address is required when registering all 14 

students for Primary, it should be requested for all students 15 

and, in particular, those schools that are suffering from 16 

enrolment pressures.  I'm nervous, so I got to find my spot. 17 

This proof of registration enrolment number will 18 

provide the ability to capture accurate enrolment data and 19 

can be useful for future projections.  This would benefit the 20 

School Board for future planning.  The software used by the 21 

School Board, if fed inaccurate data, will only produce 22 

inaccurate results and the use of this data will not provide 23 

for good decision making. 24 
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Park West School has no potential for growth and 1 

enrolment is projected to decline.  We will meet our capacity 2 

number within five years or sooner.  This fits within the 3 

long-term viability of Policy B.003.  There is no need to 4 

impose the drastic measure of removing our junior high 5 

students from our community to be educated elsewhere. 6 

Both the principal of Park West School and the HRSB 7 

Superintendent has stated to me, Research has shown that the 8 

number one factor that affects student achievement is the 9 

quality of teaching.  Given this statement, one would 10 

conclude that the space is secondary to the quality of 11 

teaching that our students receive and, therefore, there is 12 

too much emphasis being placed on the use of portables to 13 

justify this boundary review. 14 

A portable is an acceptable, functional space for 15 

teaching and is accepted by the parents and students of Park 16 

West School.  There is no indication that the existence of 17 

portables have created a problem with the academic 18 

achievement of our students.  There is no evidence to suggest 19 

that removing our kids from their community will provide any 20 

benefit to them personally or for their academic 21 

achievements.  But there is literature and research that 22 

will support the contrary to that.  23 

The principal of Park West School, when asked, replied 24 
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to me that he was unsure as to what added benefits the students 1 

would gain by being removed from their community.  In other 2 

words, there is no benefit to taking out kids from their 3 

community school. 4 

To the Boundary Review Committee members, do you truly 5 

believe you have been provided with sufficient and accurate 6 

information and data that would support a good decision for 7 

our students' educational future?  Do you truly believe the 8 

benefits of their removal will outweigh the benefits they 9 

currently have at their own neighbourhood school? 10 

Any change suggested should be to provide additional 11 

benefit to the students.  The main purpose must not be to 12 

satisfy HRSB numbers.  If the solution is not ideal, it 13 

should not be endorsed.  These are our students, our 14 

children.  We know what is best for them.  They deserve to 15 

be treated as people, not as a number.  Thank you. 16 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Audrey Barkhouse, please. 17 

AUDREY BARKHOUSE:  My name is Audrey Barkhouse and I 18 

have a daughter in Grade 6 at Park West School.  She's looking 19 

forward to attending junior high in Park West.  This has been 20 

very stressful on our children.   21 

I started the petition, "Leave Park West as a P-9."  We 22 

have over 463 signatures in support of leaving Park West.  23 

The petition is a platform for the community and parents to 24 
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voice their concerns. 1 

The process of the Boundary Review Committee is 2 

illegitimate and we, as a community, are objecting.  Not only 3 

have you ignored public input, you've kicked us out of public 4 

meetings.  Public participation was blocked and scenarios 5 

put forth by Park West parents have been ignored. 6 

Even with bussing, what about after-school activities?  7 

They'll either be walking or they can't participate.  You're 8 

ignoring the dangers of car and pedestrian accidents.  Park 9 

West is a walking school.  It takes five minutes to walk to 10 

Park West.  If any of these children are hit by cars, you will 11 

be liable and you will be sued.  That's a guarantee. 12 

The junior high children look up ... look forward to 13 

mentoring the little ones in the school and the little ones 14 

look forward to seeing their book buddies.  We did not ask 15 

for this boundary review and grade configuration is not 16 

within your mandate.  You are not supposed to be looking at 17 

grades to take out of Park West School.  There's no room for 18 

new development in Clayton Park.  There's projected decline 19 

enrolment.  20 

Sheryl Blumenthal, Kirk Arsenault, Steve Warburton 21 

believe, along with us, that Park West does not need this 22 

boundary review.  Why would any ethically-elected Halifax 23 

Regional School Board want to attach their name to this 24 
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illegitimate process?  Where are your concerns for our 1 

children?  Where are your ethics?  You're pitting 2 

communities against each other.  We support Grosvenor- 3 

Wentworth to find a solution to their school, but we as Park 4 

West want to be taken off this boundary review.  We did not 5 

ask for it. 6 

Not only will people move out of the neighbourhood, but 7 

housing prices will go down, as well.  This affects the 8 

future of our community, the future of our children.  We move 9 

to Clayton Park to go to Park West as a P-9.  We want to keep 10 

our diverse, multicultural school and community together and 11 

keep the anchor of our community, which is Park West, as a 12 

P-9.  Thank you. 13 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you very much.  Moving back over 14 

to Grosvenor, Recommendation 2, the four speakers, Mario 15 

Eleftheros, Cleve Sauer, Jolynn Fenton, and Renee Fournier.  16 

Mario, please. 17 

MARIO ELEFTHEROS: Thank you.  Tonight, I'm speaking 18 

as a parent.  I have a child who'll be going in grade Primary 19 

French ... or, sorry, Grade 1 French Immersion in the fall 20 

and two more that will be coming along the way.  I want to 21 

take a moment to thank and recognize the hard work of the 22 

Committee that they've put in so far.  I know it's not an easy 23 

task and they've had to go through a lot of correspondence 24 
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and hear from a lot of sides.  And I know the work is perhaps 1 

maybe just beginning, so there's a lot ahead. 2 

So I live in the Royal Hemlock Subdivision, so I'm 3 

someone who is affected by the proposed scenario.  And along 4 

the way, deciphering through the many scenarios, when this 5 

scenario came out, I was actually quite optimistic about it.  6 

Grosvenor is a great school and Rockingham is also a very good 7 

school, so I was somewhat open to the idea.  But while I had 8 

some openness to it, I did have a few reservations that just 9 

recently came up and these were reflected in the May 21st 10 

meeting minutes that I had a chance to review this morning. 11 

So I guess ... like I said, I am affected by this proposal 12 

and one thing I do agree with is viewing Larry Uteck as a 13 

natural sort of boundary there and perhaps I'd like the 14 

Committee ... I guess my ... what I would like is the Committee 15 

to maybe look at maybe keeping the French Immersions at 16 

Grosvenor that are in the Royal Hemlock Subdivision.  And 17 

I'll kind of go through some of the reasons why I sort of 18 

support this. 19 

By sort of looking at Larry Uteck as a boundary and then 20 

keeping those French Immersions and the Hemlocks there, it 21 

does lower the numbers below the functional capacity and that 22 

could be something that hopefully is recognized.  Moving 23 

students that are in French Immersion, the Royal Hemlocks, 24 
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out of Grosvenor to Rockingham, I think it could actually have 1 

an impact on the students that remain at Grosvenor.  It could 2 

have an affect on the French Immersion Program with the 3 

numbers looking as they are.  So that's something to 4 

consider, as well. 5 

In the minutes from that May 21st meeting, under "Impact 6 

to Students in the Community" ... so by looking at just Larry 7 

Uteck, the boulevard there, as moving those students, it 8 

would certainly move less students, which would I guess 9 

reduce the impact, and it also states that French Immersion 10 

students have French Immersion friends and English students 11 

have friends in English classes.  That is true, but I would 12 

say, as someone who lives in the neighbourhood, that also is 13 

not true.  So they have many friends in both sides, French 14 

and English.  So I think just looking at it in that scope 15 

maybe is not entirely accurate. 16 

Also, the minutes, there were some concerns raised.  It 17 

says by a member.  I'm not sure who.  That ... effects it 18 

could have on Rockingham, that they do have some increased 19 

enrolments coming up in the fall and potential growth in that 20 

area.  So they had some concerns about accepting more 21 

students to their school.   22 

And it was stated that the Committee has a mandate of 23 

looking at things five years down the road.  That's the scope 24 
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of their mandate.  But for me, as a parent with three 1 

children, my mandate is to look at their life-long learning.  2 

And I would like not to see them move because they could 3 

potentially move to Rockingham, then as another boundary 4 

review in five years down the road, be moved out again.  So 5 

I ... my mandate is for their life-long learning and I would 6 

certainly love for them to stay at Grosvenor-Wentworth.  7 

Thank you. 8 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Cleve Sauer. 9 

CLEVE SAUER: Hello.  My name is Cleve Sauer and I'm 10 

a Rockingham school parent.  I have a few comments to share 11 

as well as a few questions that I'm hoping can be answered, 12 

although without a visible presence from the Committee 13 

members, I'm not all that optimistic of that. 14 

I've been asking some questions and I've been doing some 15 

digging so that I could understand the impacts of the addition 16 

of 140 children or more to Rockingham School by 2018, what 17 

that would be.  What I learned about the potential impacts 18 

concern me. 19 

In particular, this September, Rockingham is already 20 

slated to add three classrooms.  This is before an enrolment 21 

increase resulting from any boundary change whatsoever.  To 22 

accommodate this increase, a lunch room will be converted to 23 

two classrooms and our Learning Centre will be relocated. 24 
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With the increased enrolment projected through this 1 

boundary change, Rockingham School will either lose 2 

speciality spaces like the Core French Room and the Music 3 

Room, or specialty classes and teachers will have to share 4 

spaces.  Rockingham teachers will lose their Work Room and 5 

our EXCEL Room will be converted to classroom space. 6 

Also, with this increased enrolment, rooms like the AV 7 

Room, the core French Room, will become classrooms.  Both of 8 

these spaces have no windows.  This is a huge safety risk.  9 

You're not allowed to have a bedroom without a window, for 10 

safety reasons.  How is it okay for children to learn in a 11 

designated space with no windows? 12 

Rockingham School is one of the oldest schools in the 13 

Board.  Not only is it not wheelchair accessible, but its 14 

hallways are narrow and it lacks washrooms on every floor.  15 

The number of washrooms in the school is inadequate relative 16 

to the new proposed enrolment numbers.  This proposal will 17 

move existing problems to new schools.  It will solve 18 

nothing. 19 

Further, I'm concerned that enrolment increases will 20 

come with new developments that are approved for within our 21 

school's catchment area and that these haven't been 22 

considered as part of the plan.  It's likely that the 23 

development between Tremont and Dunbrack will being 24 
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significant increases to Rockingham enrolment.  If this 1 

scenario hasn't been incorporated into the decision making, 2 

I suggest we may reach and quickly exceed our school's 3 

capacity.  But we would ultimately, once again, just be 4 

shifting the issue from one school to another. 5 

Lastly, and I was very interested in the idea of a 6 

walking school, one of my biggest worries with regards to 7 

increasing the school enrolment by 140-plus in Rockingham is 8 

street safety.  Tremont Drive is steep.  It lacks sidewalks 9 

except for one very small section and it's in a residential 10 

area.  The traffic situation at certain times of day is 11 

horrific and it's a big safety risk already. 12 

I've witnessed several near misses of pedestrians, both 13 

parents and children.  In this past winter, saw a head-on 14 

collision in front of the school.  Imagine what more cars 15 

will mean.  An assessment of Rockingham School's capacity 16 

must include a street safety assessment.  A walking school 17 

would be great.  I'd just like some sidewalks. 18 

Questions that I leave the Committee with ... I wish more 19 

of them were here.  Did the entire Committee voting on these 20 

proposals tour each school to help ensure they fully 21 

understood each school's circumstance before making a 22 

decision?  I assure you I'll find out these answers. 23 

Is it acceptable for students to spend their days in 24 
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classrooms without windows?  Does sharing or eliminating of 1 

specialty spaces mean the best possible educational 2 

environment for our children?  And, finally, has a street 3 

safety assessment been done for Rockingham School as part of 4 

this process, before kids get hurt?  Thank you. 5 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you very much.  Jolynn Fenton? 6 

JOLYNN FENTON: Good evening.  I'm Jolynn Fenton and 7 

I'm a member of the School Advisory Council at Charles P. 8 

Allen High School.  And what I'm reading to you tonight is 9 

actually the formal position of the SAC at CPA.  So, as you 10 

know, we're speaking to the recommendation regarding 11 

Grosvenor-Wentworth and our concern is that this particular 12 

recommendation falls short of meeting that criteria for 13 

Creating School Populations in the areas of long-term 14 

viability and potential growth. 15 

And these concerns are at all levels, not just the high 16 

school level.  They affect the elementary level, as we heard 17 

from the last speaker.  At Rockingham, they're already 18 

pushed and in 2018 they'll be at 87 percent capacity in a very 19 

old school.  As the last speaker indicated, lots of problems 20 

with that old school, so you can see the concern. 21 

As far as Bedford South is concerned; at 2018, they'll 22 

be at 84 percent utilization.  And that leaves them with the 23 

problem of not being able to provide community relief to its 24 
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sister school, Basinview Drive Community School, because 1 

that's already at capacity.  So as the new areas are divided, 2 

some of those children are going to have to come over to 3 

Bedford South.  So that's going to cause some capacity 4 

problems there. 5 

As far as Rocky Lake Junior High; in 2018, the student 6 

population will be 619 students, which would make it at 95 7 

percent capacity.  And it was judged to be a large middle 8 

school already, so the size of the junior high population was 9 

already a major concern in the last boundary review involving 10 

Bedford.  So that was before they considered adding 11 

Grosvenor-Wentworth students. 12 

As far as Charles P. Allen, it's already at 95 percent 13 

functional capacity today.  We don't have enough rooms for 14 

all the classes that we're trying to organize now.  We're 15 

using the community centre.  So streaming additional 16 

students to Charles P. Allen, even if it seems that they're 17 

very small numbers is a step in the wrong direction.  Until 18 

such time as a new school, as we heard that's probably on the 19 

big Christmas wish list, is approved by ... you know, for the 20 

Province, Charles P. Allen should benefit from the same 21 

consideration given to schools in other scenarios that were 22 

rejected by the Committee. 23 

As the Committee assessed options, those that resulted 24 
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in or aggravated overcrowding in an impacted school, those 1 

suggestions were rejected.  The same benchmark should be 2 

applied to Charles P. Allen or Rocky Lake.  Why did they not 3 

do that? 4 

There is a further concern that the population numbers 5 

are understated in their impact and timing on Rocky Lake and 6 

Charles P. Allen.  Families may choose to consolidate in one 7 

of the families of schools.  It should be expected that 8 

parents with siblings of students in the first wave of 9 

transition may also wish to move their students to Charles 10 

P. Allen to coordinate bus travel schedules, PD Days, all 11 

those things that logistically make it difficult when you've 12 

got different families going on.  13 

Conversely, families and children in different 14 

programs, whether they be English or their French, will be 15 

faced with the additional complexity of being in different 16 

locations.  And the result would be greater numbers moving 17 

towards CPA in an under ... you know and an underachievement 18 

in capacity relief estimated for Grosvenor-Wentworth due to 19 

grandfathering out of area. 20 

The SAC wanted to make some comments about the process.  21 

We've heard lots of them tonight, so some of these may be 22 

similar.  And I guess really isn't the role of the Committee 23 

so much.  It has to do with the Halifax Regional School Board.  24 
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And the SAC felt that the Boundary Review Committee 1 

experience has been painful, to say the least, and, in the 2 

opinion of the SAC, did not add any commensurate value to the 3 

outcome and that the members gave their time, intelligence 4 

and experience with huge generosity and, yet, few seemed to 5 

have enthusiasm for or strong commitment to the 6 

recommendations. 7 

Our SAC felt the composition of the Committee was 8 

inappropriate.  Uninvolved schools were represented while 9 

impacted schools were not.  The process wasn't nimble enough 10 

to draw in last-minute members, as was attempted with a 11 

Sunnyside member whose representative did not feel that he 12 

or she was capable, at the last stage, of providing input. 13 

They also felt that voting as a method of reaching 14 

conclusions was efficient but highly uneffective.  Its 15 

effect ... its efficiency implies decisiveness but 16 

disregards polarity of opinion as well as the source of that 17 

opinion.  The Committee reached a conclusion, for example on 18 

Park West but, critically, Park West was in vehement 19 

disagreement.   20 

The Committee reached a conclusion on Grosvenor- 21 

Wentworth directly impacting nine schools, which was Halifax 22 

West, Charles P. Allen, Clayton Park, Fairview Junior High, 23 

Rocky Lake Junior High, Rockingham, Grosvenor-Wentworth, 24 
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Bedford South, and Sunnyside.  Would the result have been the 1 

same if only the impacted schools had voted on that outcome? 2 

What issues were around the appropriate composition of 3 

the voting group?  Sorry.  With issues around the 4 

appropriate composition of the voting group, the integrity 5 

of the voting conclusion has to be challenged.  Since the 6 

Committee rarely moved forward on anything significant by 7 

consensus, voting was the sole driver of decisions. 8 

The public input must be sought early and late in the 9 

process; first, as a broad net to capture ideas and concerns 10 

and, later, to find conclusions which is what we're trying 11 

to do here tonight.  There was little point in casting a broad 12 

net at the end when the process at the beginning, which was 13 

a straight cafeteria style for anyone who attended.  It was 14 

just simply a presentation of how the process was going to 15 

work.  So we lost a huge opportunity in January. 16 

Lastly, the Boundary Review Committee was expected to 17 

reinvent the wheel and that wasn't a good use of anyone's 18 

time.  Far more professional value could have been provided 19 

to speed the process; as well, improve the quality of opinions 20 

considered and/or recommended. 21 

The Halifax Regional School Board has highly qualified 22 

professionals who have the expertise and information to 23 

develop (viable?) scenarios.  They are also more able than 24 
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... to provide the analysis and recommendations that would 1 

provide an excellent starting point for the Boundary 2 

Committee.  The Committee could then focus its attention on 3 

challenging and understanding the conclusions and making 4 

suggestions for further recommendations. 5 

It is recognized that many scenarios were put forward 6 

from a variety of sources, the public, the Committee, and the 7 

HRB Staff, and were discussed by the Committee.  These were 8 

gradually culled and resulted in a default approval of the 9 

recommended option, notably not because it was considered an 10 

excellent solution, but because it was the only one left on 11 

the table. 12 

The Committee was unwilling to conclude that it did not 13 

have a specific recommendation so, therefore, in our opinion, 14 

the endorsement does not carry the sufficient weight to 15 

proceed, despite the valiant efforts of the well intended 16 

group of volunteers. 17 

So that left us where we are tonight.  So thank you and 18 

good night. 19 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Renee Fournier. 20 

RENEE FOURNIER: Good evening.  As a resident of 21 

Wedgewood Park and a parent of a child attending Ecole 22 

Grosvenor-Wentworth, I'm here to express my support for the 23 

recommended scenario for our school.  First of all, I'd like 24 
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to thank Andrea Coish, she's our representative, who's done 1 

an incredible job; a thankless task, to be sure. 2 

I acknowledge this is a difficult situation for all of 3 

us here tonight and I think that there might be some 4 

functional issues at play that are obviously affecting 5 

everyone and I commend the Park West parents for speaking up 6 

so vehemently. 7 

In this situation, though, I can only speak as a parent 8 

for the child in my school and I regret that it's resulted 9 

in an "us versus them" scenario that's pitted Wedgewood Park 10 

and that surrounding area against the Bedford South parents.  11 

It's a very difficult position to be in and none of us want 12 

to be in this position, I can assure you.  Unfortunately, 13 

it's a reality and one that we have to deal with. 14 

I would posit that the situation we're in is quite simply 15 

a result of a rapidly growing Bedford South population that 16 

includes Royal Hemlocks and Larry Uteck.  The HRSB 17 

acknowledged as much back in 2008 as part of the "Imagine Our 18 

Schools Project" when it indicated that the 19 

Grosvenor-Wentworth boundary would not include this area.  20 

Unfortunately, that did not happen and it's left us, as a 21 

result, in a very difficult position today. 22 

I believe, therefore, that the scenario before us is the 23 

appropriate one and addresses the growing Bedford 24 
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population.  I won't, for the sake of time, and to be 1 

repetitive for some of the really valid points that have 2 

already been spoken tonight, talk about why I think this 3 

scenario is the least impactful for most of the students. 4 

What I want to talk about are three points that I feel 5 

are really important.  Many of them have been addressed.  6 

The first is that the tradition and legacy of 7 

Grosvenor-Wentworth as a community and neighbourhood based 8 

school and a walking school is rightfully and very 9 

importantly maintained.  And it's a huge reason I and my 10 

family moved to the neighbourhood.  And I know many of the 11 

families that moved to that neighbourhood are there for that 12 

reason. 13 

Secondly, the scenario will result in increased safety 14 

for students at our school.  And this impact should not ... 15 

because of reduced bussing.  This impact should not be 16 

considered lightly.  This situation has created a dangerous 17 

and problematic situation for our children.  Anybody who 18 

walks or drives by the community at drop-off time would be 19 

appalled.  I'm appalled as a parent.  It needs to be fixed. 20 

Finally, Grosvenor-Wentworth students do not have 21 

Lunch, Art, Music, EXCEL, French Programming Rooms.  I think 22 

that's a disservice to our children and to their learning 23 

experience.  All other schools, I believe, have those 24 
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functional capacities and I think our children deserve them, 1 

too. 2 

So, in short, I just would like to say again, I know it's 3 

not an ideal solution.  It doesn't seem like any of these 4 

solutions are ideal.  I cannot speak to the impact on the nine 5 

other schools affected by our scenario, but I think it's the 6 

right scenario and I respect it.  And I thank the Committee 7 

members. 8 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Moving back to Park West, 9 

recommendation number one, four speakers, Mahdeen Abrar, 10 

Christa Brothers, Ann Lomas, and Lynn Anderson.  Mahdeen?  11 

Christa Brothers?  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  12 

Thank you, Mahdeen.  Absolutely.  Go ahead. 13 

MAHDEEN ABRAR: My name is Mahdeen.  I'm in Grade 6 and 14 

soon to be in Grade 7 and I plan on going to Park West in Grade 15 

7.  Let me just say something.  Park West wouldn't be Park 16 

West without their junior high.  It's a P-9 school for a 17 

reason.  The junior highs are great influences on the younger 18 

grades and make it so much fun for all the grades.  To us 19 

elementary students, the junior highs are like older brothers 20 

and sisters.  The plays, the entrepreneurship fairs, the 21 

field days and all the fun is just because of the junior highs.  22 

I always thought, I want to be a junior high one day.  23 

It'll be so much fun.  But now that I hear that we might be 24 
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getting moved, it just ruined that for me.  What about all 1 

the clubs, as well?  Yearbook Committee, Ski and 2 

Snowboarding Club, Leadership, et cetera, will those be in 3 

the other school that we're going to?  I don't think so.  I 4 

want to be in junior high in Park West and no other school.  5 

Park West is more than a school.  It's a home. 6 

MR. WADDEN: Thank you very much, Mahdeen, and I do 7 

apologize for that oversight.  Christa Brothers? 8 

MS. BROTHERS: How do you follow that?  Mahdeen, that 9 

was amazing!  A round of applause for Mahdeen.  I would like 10 

to thank May El Sharif.  I know that Patricia already did, 11 

but not only you but your family.  You all put up with us 12 

calling you and emailing you and asking what was going on.  13 

You kept us very up to date and we all appreciate it.  Thank 14 

you very much.  And if that's your husband next to you, thank 15 

you, too, for putting up with us.  Thank you to Janet, as 16 

well, who's taken over most recently.  You're doing a 17 

remarkable job, especially reading that letter to kick off 18 

the meeting.  Thank you for that. 19 

When I planned to make comments tonight, I thought my 20 

back would be to all you because I would be talking to all 21 

the Boundary Review Committee members.  And I thought this 22 

was my opportunity, as well as all of your opportunity, to 23 

speak to them and have them hear our voice.  And I'm very 24 
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disappointed that not all of them are here.  I thank Andrea 1 

for being here.  I know Andrea.  I know she's worked very 2 

hard for Grosvenor-Wentworth.  And I know there's a few other 3 

of you here and I thank you for being here.  But I am very 4 

disappointed.  And I was troubled about this process before 5 

I showed up tonight.  I'm more troubled now.   6 

I thank you to the Committee members who are here, but 7 

I'm troubled by the ones who aren't.  I know Roberta is up 8 

here transcribing this for us.  I take it there'll be a 9 

transcript, will there, Roberta?  I know Roberta from the 10 

work I do with her on a Monday-to-Friday basis and I know 11 

she'll do a good job and there'll be a transcript.  It'll be 12 

hundreds of pages.  And my concern is, Will the other 13 

Committee members who aren't here tonight read all those 14 

pages?  Who's going to make them read it?  Who's going to 15 

make them hear us?  That's a question I have and I'm concerned 16 

about that.  17 

So I have three minutes, three minutes to explain to the 18 

Committee members, most of which are not here, why Park West 19 

should not be affected by this boundary review.  Three 20 

minutes is not near enough time for any of us, either 21 

individually or collectively with all of us having three 22 

minutes to describe and give a true portrait of the school 23 

our children attend.   24 
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I have two children at Park West, in Grade 4 and Grade 1 

1, and it is a school that's rich in cultural diversity.  And 2 

not only that, but I've read in the Chronicle Herald lots of 3 

comments about how we're somehow elitist up at Park West.  4 

And I want to make it clear.  We are socially economically 5 

diverse, too.  6 

So three minutes is not enough time to detail how the 7 

Boundary Review Committee was struck with inaccurate 8 

information from the Board.  Park West is not overcrowded.  9 

It is well utilized.  There are four portables and that is 10 

not the end of the world.  In fact, as has been detailed by 11 

earlier speakers, 97 percent of those who have made 12 

submissions to the Board and the Boundary Review Committee 13 

do not think that's a problem.  And unlike ... sir, I know 14 

you said that there may be some classrooms in Rockingham that 15 

do not have windows.  All of ours have windows. 16 

We have elective rooms that aren't turned ... we don't 17 

have lunch rooms turned into classrooms.  We have elective 18 

rooms.  They do deliver a wide range of extras in the school.  19 

And our children's needs are met.  Three minutes is not 20 

enough time to describe for you the problems with this graph.   21 

Did everyone get this graph?  Did you notice that it 22 

does depict that the Boundary Review Committee had inaccurate 23 

information about Park West early on?  The Boundary Review 24 
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Committee were told they were undertaking this process for 1 

Park West because it had 121 percent utilization.  The 2 

corrected numbers on this graph show you 105 percent.  The 3 

corrected projections for Park West shows 98 percent.  4 

Naturally left alone, our school will no longer need the 5 

portables. 6 

Now I'm going over three minutes.  Three minutes is not 7 

enough time to tell you that in order to rectify an issue at 8 

Grosvenor-Wentworth, you need not change Park West. But we've 9 

heard about that and we support Grosvenor-Wentworth.  You 10 

all need a change.  I appreciate that.  You all have 11 

different views about that change.  We're not here to try to 12 

stop the process for you.  At least that's not my view.  13 

We're here to stop a process that's not working for our 14 

students in our community. 15 

Why does Park West School have to be a donor school to 16 

correct under-utilization in schools over three kilometers 17 

one way and using our students to do it?  Why is facility 18 

utilization more important than children's education?  Why 19 

is the focus on buildings and not academic achievement?  20 

Three minutes is not enough to go over in depth how Park West 21 

students are excelling.  The Board's own statistics support 22 

what I am saying.  I'm not making this up.  And any of the 23 

Boundary Review Committees that want to know that haven't 24 
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found out, ask for them.  The Board has them.  Our students 1 

are excelling on all standards.  We are doing something right 2 

in our school.   3 

And Kelly Greenwood talked about our school being a 4 

walking school.  It is a walking school.  In our boundary, 5 

it takes no one more than about five or ten minutes to walk.  6 

If you move our Park West students ... our Park West junior 7 

highs out, they will take ... some will take 40 minutes to 8 

walk one way.  That is not an ideal circumstance.  A walking 9 

school is great, but when the distance is too far, it's a 10 

detriment.   11 

It's a detriment because if the Boundary Review 12 

Committee members look at the studies, the longer the walk, 13 

the decreased attendance.  Decreased attendance means 14 

decreased academic achievement.  This is not in the best 15 

interest of our students. 16 

Three minutes isn't enough time for me to read to you, 17 

Mr. Carter, our Principal's report that was given to the SAC 18 

meeting last Wednesday.  In that report he reported that 102 19 

Grade 9 students will be graduating Park West this year.  20 

There are 48 Primary students enrolled.  That's a reduction 21 

of 54 students.  Our school is naturally declining.  The 22 

Boundary Review Committee does not have that information.  23 

You need to ask for it. 24 
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TERRY WADDEN: Thirty seconds. 1 

CHRISTA BROTHERS: What about the plan to move high 2 

schools for Grades 9 through 12?  Look into this.  The Board 3 

has this on their agenda in the years to come.  They want to 4 

do this.  We are naturally declining in enrolment at Park 5 

West over the next four years.  And on top of that, it looks 6 

like the Board wants to move all of our Grade 9 students out 7 

anyways.  That's fine.  Let them.  We have ... we will have 8 

more than enough room then.  If they're worried about what 9 

they think is overcrowding, we won't have any in four years.  10 

I don't accept it's overcrowded, but in their definition of 11 

"overcrowding," it will naturally fix itself. 12 

The last thing I'd say is ... to the Boundary Review 13 

Committee members who read this and who are here, look at the 14 

petition that people have signed.  It's over 460.  And thank 15 

you to Audrey for putting that up for us.  That's been a great 16 

vehicle for our community. 17 

And my friend Debbie Brown earlier ... hi, Debbie ... 18 

said it's not possible to make everyone happy in a boundary 19 

review process.  And that may be correct for 20 

Grosvenor-Wentworth and I accept what she's saying about 21 

Grosvenor-Wentworth.  It's not right for Park West.  97 22 

percent of people will be happy.  So look critically at the 23 

information.  Consider carefully Brad Chisholm's letter.  24 
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Why does Park West need a change?   1 

And to end this, last Wednesday at the Board meeting, 2 

David Wright said, and I wrote it down word for word, "I don't 3 

care how they fix overcrowding at Park West."  Quote, I 4 

personally don't care.  Just fix it. 5 

Well, I care.  And all these students care and our 6 

community cares.  And I hope the Boundary Review Committee 7 

cares and I hope the rest of the Board cares. 8 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you. 9 

Ladies and gentlemen, I will ask again if we could try 10 

to stay within the four minute time span there because it=s 11 

... we still have about 35, 40 speakers and it=s 10 after 9.  12 

Dan Lomus, please.  Not here.  Lynn Anderson. 13 

LYNN ANDERSON: Hi, my name is Lynn Anderson.  I have 14 

three children.  One attends the West here and I have two who 15 

still would like to continue their junior high career at Park 16 

West School.  I would like to ask the committee to put 17 

yourself in my position for a moment.  You have a great school 18 

with great high academic achievement of scores ... sorry, 19 

scores, yes.  Over 50 different opportunities for 20 

extra-curricular activities, all required programs being 21 

delivered, a diverse community, your children can walk to it.  22 

It=s been visited by the Canadian Association of Principals 23 

and it=s in your own community.  Suddenly a committee, some 24 
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of whom have never been to your school before or seen your 1 

school before, tell you that you have a problem.  I=m sure many 2 

of the other schools here tonight can identify with this as 3 

well, because someone else, and another school does, and 4 

because they think you do too, you have no I- ... they ... 5 

you have no idea what they=re talking about.  You love your 6 

school.  7 

Then they tell you they=re going to figure out a solution 8 

for your problem.  They don=t have the correct information or 9 

all the information needed to make this decision but their 10 

making it anyway because people who have given them the 11 

incorrect information and the limited information tell them 12 

they must make a change for your school.  They haven=t read 13 

any of the letters you=ve sent to them with some of the options 14 

for the scenarios.  That they=re in a big white binder.  They 15 

haven=t visited your school.  They have relied fully on others 16 

who are directing them instead of actually demanding all of 17 

the correct information.  They don=t even realize that there 18 

are policies, there ... that should be enforced that could 19 

have eliminated the need for this task to even begin with.  20 

They don=t, nor do they need to, know the best learning 21 

environment for your children. 22 

When the committee holds meetings, they ignore the 23 

policy that requires them to be public and they hold them in 24 
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secret.  Now they=ve decided, and they=ve told you the 1 

solution for your problem.  You=re here now because you think 2 

that their decision is wrong and you want to tell them why.  3 

They=re not going to listen.  They=re going to hide in the 4 

audience because they don=t want to show their faces.  In 5 

fact, you don=t even know if the committee is here tonight.  6 

They might not even be hearing what we=re saying. (Applause) 7 

But people are pushing them into make a certain 8 

recommendation.  They don=t know how to stop it.  They don=t 9 

even know how they got here.  The easiest thing to do is to 10 

listen to the other people who have told them what to do.  11 

They don=t seem concerned that this could happen to them, their 12 

children or their community next.  They know it will happen 13 

to someone else somewhere in the next year, the year after 14 

that and the year after that.  How did this happen?  Who 15 

could have stopped it?  Who can stop it now?  You can stop 16 

it now committee wherever you are tonight.  Two members are 17 

stepping forward and standing up against the bullying and the 18 

pressure put onto them by Board staff and said that this 19 

process is not legitimate.  One of the two members= school 20 

stands to benefit directly from the recommendation as it 21 

stands.  Whether or not you agree with the recommendation it 22 

cannot be justified. 23 

This needs to be stopped and done in a way that is fair 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

94 

for all parties involved.  Policies are not in place to prac- 1 

... sorry, policies are in place to practice, to guard against 2 

illegitimate processes.  Not to be given lip service and to 3 

change as you or someone else feels fit.  You should withdraw 4 

your recommendation.  This process is not legitimate.  Put 5 

yourself in my shoes, you=d be right here right now saying the 6 

exact same thing.  Thank you.  (Applause) 7 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.   Ben Anderson. 8 

BEN ANDERSON: Hello, my name is Ben.  I=m a former 9 

student at Park West currently attending Halifax West in 10 

Grade 10.  I=m here to tell what it is like to attend Park West 11 

from a student=s perspective.  I attended Park West for 10 12 

years.  I remember my first year at Park West one of my 13 

favorite things was book buddies.  I had a great book buddy.  14 

His name was Fan and he was in Grade 8.  I had a lot of fun 15 

with him and I learned a lot too.  Every time he saw me in 16 

or around inside the school he high fived me.  He made me feel 17 

really special to know that a junior high student was willing 18 

to take the time to say, Hi to me.   19 

I wanted to be just like my ... I wanted to just be like 20 

my book buddy, friendly, encouraging, a good reader.  As I 21 

grew up I had other book buddies who were also terrific and 22 

set a good example for me.  In fact, when the time came I 23 

couldn=t wait to be a book buddy.  I finally got this chance 24 
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in Grade 4.  I took it very seriously as did my classmates.  1 

It was an honour to teach the children in the younger grades.  2 

This ... this gave me an opportunity at an early age to begin 3 

to develop some leadership skills.   4 

I enjoyed many extra-curricular opportunities at Park 5 

West over my time there.  I learned many valuable lessons 6 

outside of the classroom that I carry with me today.  One of 7 

the greatest I=ve learned was in leadership corps.  This group 8 

was formed for the students by staff ... sorry ... it was 9 

formed instead of the student government which quite often 10 

becomes a popularity contest, which like me at the time, shy 11 

students are ... are not ... okay, so this leaves shier 12 

students out of it, like myself, of the opportunity to take 13 

part in activities like this.   14 

At Park West any junior higher could be part of the 15 

leadership corps.  I learned how to be a leader at Park West.  16 

Being very shy I used to avoid eye contact with adults and 17 

had difficulty speaking with them.  My time at Park West 18 

helped me ... helped to give me the skills to lead and speak 19 

with confidence.  For those who may or may not remember 20 

junior high, it is an awkward time filled with uncertainty, 21 

hormones, lots of issues, real or imagined.  I am thankful 22 

that I was able to attend Park West during this time because 23 

on top of everything else I was going through, transferring 24 
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to another school wasn=t added to the mix.   1 

My classmates and I were always aware of the younger 2 

children in our school and were happy to have them there.  We 3 

go to ... we got to be leaders once we got to junior high by 4 

virtue of the fact the younger children were at our school.  5 

Park West is an excellent school and has prepared me extremely 6 

well for high school.  I am currently enrolled in a Pre-IB 7 

program and I=ve been enrolled in the IB program for next year.  8 

Park West has the highest representation of students in the 9 

program. 10 

If you close ... if you close our junior high other 11 

students will not have the opportunity that many of had before 12 

them.  It is a great environment for elementary and junior 13 

high students to attend.  (Applause) As my friend, 14 

Pinel(sp?), said at a meeting earlier this year, it is a type 15 

of school that encourages you to look ahead to where you are 16 

going and to where ... and what you can become while allowing 17 

you to reflect back on where you started and what you have 18 

achieved.  Thank you. (Applause) 19 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you very much, Ben.  Moving back 20 

to recommendation 2 at Grosvenor.  Next four speakers are Jen 21 

Pink, Scott Neilson, Sheila Fournier and Mary Jane MacKinnon.  22 

Jen Pink, please. 23 

JEN PINK: I can=t top Christa Brothers.  It=s ... this 24 
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is so short, oh my goodness ...(inaudible) take it up.  I will 1 

be brief.  I=ll be less than three minutes.  I=m a parent of 2 

two children enrolled in pri- ... starting Primary in 3 

September at Grosvenor-Wentworth and it=s been a real 4 

eyeopener to hear everyone speak tonight.  I=ve been in a bit 5 

of a bubble around the situation as far as it goes for our 6 

school, so that=s where my focus has been, so I have listened 7 

tonight with great interest to the Park West families and to 8 

the students, which has been really special.  So thank you 9 

to you guys for speaking. 10 

So my comments are contained to the situation at 11 

Grosvenor and that=s the interest I=m speaking from tonight.  12 

There=s been a lot of negativity towards the committee=s work 13 

and I guess to the process, but I do want to take a minute 14 

to thank the committee and particularly Andrea, who is here 15 

tonight. (Applause)  And I think everyone here appreciates 16 

that despite what you think about the process, the volunteers 17 

on the committee have put in a tremendous amount of work. 18 

(Applause) 19 

I=ve done my best to read the meeting notes and all the 20 

information that=s been circulated throughout the process 21 

really carefully including the policy document creating 22 

schools= populations, which guides the process and sets out 23 

the section 6 criteria by which all the proposed scenarios 24 
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are evaluated and contrary to some views tonight, I 1 

personally ... and I know many parents in our school zone feel 2 

that we=ve had a positive experience through the consultation 3 

process in that we made endless submissions and recommended 4 

scenarios to the committee and as you heard tonight, 18 of 5 

those were considered so a very thorough review process took 6 

part as far as our school goes.   7 

It=s my opinion that the committee invited and considered 8 

submissions from all constituents and that full meetings were 9 

published from ... minutes were published from the meeting, 10 

so I felt informed and I felt that I was heard.  And the 11 

recommended scenario that the committee put forward for our 12 

school, 8A, which is tonight=s submission 2, was reached as 13 

a result of full and detailed discussion that went on for 14 

longer than was originally slated and we felt that the extra 15 

time was given to consider all the submissions on the table, 16 

so ultimately the scenario that was chosen, 8A, is in my view 17 

that which has the least impact on students and on community.  18 

It is the most viable solution for our school and it meets 19 

all the prescribed section 6 evaluation criteria. 20 

And, of course, I recognize as a parent that there are 21 

students and families who are impacted by the scenario.  We=re 22 

all impacted.  It affects the student population at our 23 

school.  It affects the friends of our children, but it has 24 
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the least impact of all the scenarios that were put forward 1 

and it=s my feeling that if after 18 scenarios are examined 2 

in-depth for our school and were not satisfied there is no 3 

satisfaction, so we need a solution at our school.   4 

We are overcrowded, we=ve talked about that tonight.  We 5 

are past our maximum now, we certainly are into the future.  6 

8A provides us with the solution we need.  A few of the 7 

criteria ... I=ll just point to a few, I won=t go through them, 8 

there=s no time ... but a few of the key benefits against the 9 

section 6 evaluation criteria first is long-term viability, 10 

that=s criteria 6.1.1.  8A does not put any of the schools 11 

impacted close to or at their functional capacities even 12 

after year five.  So we know that it works from a numbers 13 

point of view. 14 

Criteria 6.1.6, impact to students in the community ... 15 

or students and the community, pardon me.  8A is the scenario 16 

that has the least impact and it keeps neighborhoods in the 17 

same family of schools, which I know was a critical issue for 18 

a lot of people in our community.  It does not, and this is 19 

critical for us and it sounds like it is for everyone here 20 

tonight, it does not result in changing walking students to 21 

bussing students and as the three elementary schools impacted 22 

are going to be at a comfortable capacity the scenario 23 

provides a good learning environment for our students, so 24 
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we=re comfortable with that. 1 

Last criteria I=ll point to is 6.1.7, programming.  The 2 

scenario maintains French and English programming at both 3 

Grosvenor and Rockingham and in addition it has the added 4 

benefit with the recommendation that=s being put forward by 5 

the committee to offer and extend French programing to 6 

Bedford South through Sunnyside Elementary so there will be 7 

an additional benefit for families and students in that area 8 

to get access to French programing.  9 

In my view, each of the other criteria are ... can also 10 

be assessed with either a positive or neutral impact.  There=s 11 

no negative impact to any of the ten criteria and in light 12 

of all that I do ask that the School Board accepts the 13 

committee=s recommended scenario 8A, recognizing the immense 14 

time, effort and community collaboration that=s gone into 15 

developing a creative and viable scenario for our school.  16 

Thank you. (Applause) 17 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Scott Neilson. 18 

SCOTT NEILSON: Hello, my name is Scott Neilson.  My two 19 

five-year olds started Grosvenor-Wentworth in the fall and 20 

I=ll keep my comments brief.  First of all, I just wanted to 21 

say thank you very much to the committee who have clearly 22 

worked long and hard to get us this far.  I=m aware of how much 23 

work has gone into that so thank you. 24 
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I=m here to give my wholehearted support to scenario 8A.  1 

I do feel it is, in general terms, a well balanced long-term 2 

and reasonable community based scenario.  This is never 3 

going to be a perfect situation and perfect process but this, 4 

in my view, is the best scenario for the most people, so it=s 5 

the greatest good for the greatest number. 6 

And there=s a lot of reasons why I=m in favour of this 7 

scenario but just to highlight a few of them.  I think that 8 

it really cuts down on busing at Grosvenor.  It reduces bus 9 

traffic there in the morning and it maintains 10 

Grosvenor-Wentworth as a walking school as well, which I 11 

think in an age of rapidly rising obesity and obesity-related 12 

diseases it=s absolutely crucial at this age.   13 

I think out of the 17 scenarios this is, in my opinion, 14 

the only one that meets all of the ten criteria referenced 15 

by the boundary review committee.   16 

So on that note, I would like to wholeheartedly 17 

encourage the committee to take this forward as a preferred 18 

scenario to the Board. (Applause) 19 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Sheila Fournier, please. 20 

SHEILA FOURNIER: Good evening. My name is Sheila 21 

Fournier and I=m here to support the proposed scenario for the 22 

Grosvenor-Wentworth Park School.  Grosvenor-Wentworth has 23 

existed many years to accommodate the children of the 24 
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Wedgewood and area neighborhood.  My children attended this 1 

school and like so many other families these children have 2 

returned to our neighborhood specifically so their children 3 

can attend the same school, which has always had a very high 4 

standard of education, a strong sense of community and 5 

reputation that is envied throughout Halifax.  The fact that 6 

the French immersion has become a core component of this 7 

school has further enhanced the attraction for families to 8 

return to this area which is exactly what influenced by 9 

daughter=s family.  Our granddaughter is one of those 10 

students attending Grosvenor-Wentworth in the French 11 

Immersion Program.   12 

This proposed scenario is the most reasonable, 13 

manageable and least disruptive for the students and 14 

community currently being served at Grosvenor-Wentworth 15 

School.  As a long-time resident in this neighborhood I am 16 

pleased to see the community acknowledge that this has always 17 

been a neighborhood-based school and it should continue to 18 

function in this manner.  We sincerely hope that common sense 19 

will prevail and the children of Wedgewood Park and area will 20 

be able to continue to attend the Grosvenor-Wentworth School, 21 

walk to and from school and be well educated as well as 22 

enjoying basic facilities like a lunch room, an art room and 23 

other functional spaces they currently don=t have.  Thank 24 
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you. (Applause) 1 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Mary Jane MacKinnon, 2 

please. 3 

MARY JANE MACKINNON: Good evening.  I would first 4 

of all like to thank the Boundary Review Committee and 5 

specifically Andrea Coish for her countless hours to 6 

represent our interest at Grosvenor.  I am a parent of two 7 

children, Grades Primary and Grade 2 of French Immersion at 8 

Grosvenor-Wentworth Elementary School. 9 

I=d like to voice my support for the current scenario 10 

that=s being proposed for Ecole Grosvenor-Wentworth Park and 11 

here=s why.  Grosvenor is currently at 107 percent 12 

utilization. Optimal utilization you=ve heard earlier is 85 13 

percent and if we do nothing about this our utilization is 14 

projected to be 126 percent in four years, so we have too many 15 

students and we need change and we need it now. 16 

According to the projected 2015 numbers, and I=m assuming 17 

the 2015 effective date, the proposed scenario means a total 18 

of 163 students will be moving from Grosvenor and this will 19 

decrease our total student population from 492 to 360 and 20 

these figures are similar to the population figures that we 21 

used to have in 2005 when we had 30 ... 333 students and a 22 

thriving French Immersion program compared to Grosvenor 107 23 

percent utilization and no specialty space Rockingham is at 24 
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65 percent utilization now and Bedford South is currently at 1 

68 percent.  By moving students to these schools it will 2 

bring the utilization figures of Rockingham and Bedford South 3 

up to 79 and 80 respectively and ... in 2015 and 87 percent 4 

and 84 percent respectively in 2018.  What it will do for 5 

Grosvenor is it will decrease our utilization to 78 percent 6 

in the first year, down from 107 and it will be 85 percent 7 

in 2018, which is that ideal optimization figure you=ve been 8 

hearing all night. 9 

But something you may not know about this boundary 10 

review is that Grosvenor is the smallest school that=s 11 

involved in this review with the largest population.  This 12 

proposed scenario addresses our enrollment pressure for the 13 

short and medium term which was the intention of this boundary 14 

review for us.  It distributes students across several 15 

schools creating lower impact for students, communities and 16 

families and it has a lower impact on communities because it 17 

moves students together by program and by neighborhood.  It 18 

doesn=t fragment them by street.  It maintains our walking and 19 

community school while addressing the long-term growth of our 20 

neighboring communities and it maintains our French 21 

Immersion program.   22 

This scenario also improves student safety for our 23 

children because it results in less bus traffic at our school 24 
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and on our neighborhood streets.  It moves children that are 1 

already being bused, again, having less impact.   2 

Now I know although this scenario is not ideal for all 3 

families, it does address our issues of over-crowding and the 4 

projective growth ... projected growth of our neighborhood 5 

communities.  18 different scenarios were run for Grosvenor 6 

by the Boundary Review Committee, 16 of which were community 7 

generated scenarios.  This is the only community generated 8 

scenario out of all of those 18 that meets those criteria, 9 

those 10 criteria you heard about earlier that are required 10 

when evaluating boundary review alternatives and it achieves 11 

optimal utilization for three different schools.   12 

I would ask that HRS be approved the proposed scenario 13 

proposed Ecole Grosvenor-Wentworth School.  We need a 14 

resolution and we need it now.  Thank you for your attention. 15 

(Applause) 16 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Moving back to 17 

recommendation one ... oh, sorry, John. 18 

JOHN NISBET: Terry, I came tonight and I wanted to 19 

listen to what everyone had to say.  I=m prepared to stay until 20 

midnight or later.  I don=t want to rush anybody, I=m looking 21 

for consensus and certainly not immediately, but sometime in 22 

the next half hour can we plan on a 10 or 15-minute break.  23 

What I call a Awater in, water out@ break.  Like a lot of you 24 
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I probably came here after only a brief, if any time at all 1 

at home, to attend the meeting.  I want to be fresh.  I don=t 2 

want to step out for 10 or 15 minutes.  I can read transcripts 3 

later, that=s not the same as actually listening to what the 4 

people have to say and some of what is being said is ... I=m 5 

finding very useful, very interesting. 6 

Anyways, if there=s consensus perhaps within the next 7 

half hour if we could have a break, we really do have to limit 8 

it, we don=t want what I call Alawyer=s breaks@ which are 9 

supposed to be 10 minutes and they turn into 30 minutes.  Let=s 10 

keep it to a particular time, whatever the consensus is.  Do 11 

you guys want to hear my favorite lawyers= joke or ... okay 12 

... anyway, well, my second favorite lawyers= joke is 99 13 

percent of them give the rest a bad name.  Okay.  Delayed.  14 

I have ... anyways, I=m requesting if we can plan within the 15 

next half hour for that 10 or 15-minute break if there=s 16 

consensus.  Thank you. 17 

TERRY WADDEN: So what I would ask the audience to do 18 

is just give that some thought and after our next group of 19 

speakers I=ll bring that back to you and we can take a quick 20 

10 minute break, I=m fine with that.  It is now 9:30 and we 21 

still have quite a list ... quite a list to go.  So back to 22 

recommendation one, Park West, next four speakers, Gerald 23 

Cameron, John Griffin, Andrew Saweczko and Karen Saweczko.  24 
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Is Gerald in the audience? 1 

John Griffin, please. 2 

JOHN GRIFFIN: Hi.  I=m going to keep my comments pretty 3 

brief.  I came here with a big script to read but it=s 4 

interesting listening to everybody and I=d like to thank the 5 

committee members that were able to make it here.  It=s 6 

unfortunate the other committee members and the HRSB staff 7 

had to ... something more important to go to this evening than 8 

the welfare and the education of our children.  I=m not sure 9 

what it is but I=m sure it was important. (Applause) 10 

Okay.  I would like to suggest from Park West, and I am 11 

a parent of a Park West student.  My daughter is in grade 2 12 

and I have a son who is now two years old and hopefully he=ll 13 

be going to Park West in the future.  My daughter came in here 14 

earlier and I had to go out and talk to her because the 15 

question she had on her mind was AAre they going to change 16 

Park West on me?  Are they going to change Park West, dad?  17 

Have they made a decision?@  The kids are going through a lot 18 

of stress and they=re looking at us as their parents to set 19 

an example and find the right solution or the right path for 20 

them to follow.  I think it=s imperative upon us to look at 21 

this decision and take it all in, all the facts, every piece 22 

of it and if we=re taking the facts in right now that are 23 

incorrect, which I seen statistics that were still put up here 24 
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tonight that I saw three months ago that were incorrect, and 1 

they=re still relying on that information.  I don=t know about 2 

you but the old adage I have is Agarbage in, garbage out@. 3 

(Applause) 4 

Sorry, Lynn, I=m a little bit a sidetrack here but from 5 

Park West we understand what Grosvenor-Wentworth is going 6 

through and we recommend that committee continue to proceed.  7 

The recommendations that are for your school work for your 8 

school.  They don=t work for Park West, okay.  So we don=t have 9 

a problem with that. Basically right now the recommendation 10 

came, it was the interest of Grosvenor-Wentworth students and 11 

it was asked for the review and the solution to the problem.  12 

That=s what you=re asking for the committee.  We=re not saying 13 

that changed.  The committee go ahead and make the 14 

recommendations for that school and the schools that will be 15 

affected by it.  Leave Park West out (Applause) because right 16 

now there=s nothing wrong with the school. 17 

Park West didn=t ask for this boundary review and right 18 

from the day one we=ve said, It=s wrong.  We got a school 19 

where=s you heard mentioned earlier, where the visiting 20 

principals came to see because this was the model school.  21 

This is the one that=s working.  The kids have got the best 22 

grades going.  They got interaction.  Listen to the kids 23 

that are here earlier tonight.  My daughter talks about her 24 
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book buddy and I=m going, Okay, little bit apprehensive as a 1 

parent of a little girl, and she goes home and she=s going ... 2 

wanting to read ... Dad, go through this book with me because 3 

I got to be able to go and talk to my book buddy.  Talk about 4 

inspirational to get a child to try to learn how to read with 5 

all the distractions you got on the go today.  Like, it=s 6 

scary.  You know I have to appeal to the points you brought 7 

up about students being in high school, where that=s a big 8 

problem area.  Park West here is working.  The kids are model 9 

students.  The older kids are setting the example we want our 10 

children to see.  So why are we trying to fix something that=s 11 

not broken.  I can=t understand that.  I really can=t. 12 

(Applause)   13 

Hopefully I=m speaking for the majority of the parents.  14 

97 percent of us said we want the status quo.  HRSB staff have 15 

already said you can=t accept the status quo.  This is Canada 16 

that we live in.  The greatest democracy in the world. 17 

(Applause)  I cannot believe that you would have somebody 18 

that is in a public office telling a committee of 19 

representatives that are suppose to be representing the 20 

interests of parents and the children in an area and tell me, 21 

No, you can=t do that, even though that=s what the parents want, 22 

97 percent of them say that=s what they want, you can=t do it 23 

because that=s not what we want.  There=s something wrong with 24 
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that.  The whole process that I=ve been hearing tonight about 1 

the public going to a meeting and not being allowed into it, 2 

secret ballots and that.  Conspiracy.  I don=t know, you 3 

know, some people call it steering the committee.  Another 4 

word might be coercing the committee to get where they want 5 

to go, be able to get the objectives that they want somewhere 6 

down the road.  You know, Grosvenor-Wentworth I can really 7 

understand and I emphasize with the problems that are in your 8 

school, but they=re not the problems in Park West.   9 

The numbers you talk about 121 percent are incorrect.  10 

My daughter loves going to school. She=s the only child I know, 11 

and I speak from personal experience myself that 12 

...(inaudible) if I didn=t feel good that was a good reason 13 

not to go to school.  She wants to go to school, she doesn=t 14 

want to miss school.  What does that say about Park West?  15 

Leave it alone. (Applause) 16 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Andrew Saweczko. 17 

KAREN SAWECZKO: Hi, I=m Karen Saweczko and Andrew=s 18 

my husband.  He had to go home with the two little ones 19 

because it=s way past bedtime.  My two sons who are currently 20 

at Park West are here even though it=s past their bedtime, so 21 

I=m going to be doing a bit of paraphrasing ... one of the 22 

problems with speaking ... can everyone hear me?  Okay.   23 

One of the problems with speaking near the end is that people 24 
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take some of your points and  not other ones, but our family 1 

actually moved to Park West two years ago from Fairview and 2 

we chose to move to Park West specifically for the school.  3 

One of the other areas that we looked was the 4 

Grosvenor-Wentworth area and we chose Park West because we 5 

didn=t want our kids to be bussed to Clayton Park Junior High.  6 

We wanted them to have a walking school for their whole ... 7 

their whole school career.  It was very important to us. 8 

As a former parent from Fairview I can speak to the 9 

schools there.  The teachers are wonderful but they=re at 50 10 

to 60 percent capacity.  Every school in Fairview, and there=s 11 

five of them, are at 50 to 60 percent capacity.  If you take 12 

our students and you move them into Clayton Park Junior High 13 

you haven=t changed that.  They=re still at 50 to 60 percent 14 

capacity here so you might have, you know, the 300 extra 15 

students at Clayton Park Junior High, you still have 1,100 16 

empty seats, okay.  So that=s not a long-term viable solution 17 

for the Halifax West family of schools.  That=s one of 18 

creating the family of schools theories that we=re suppose to 19 

be looking at here.  You still do not have viability because 20 

down the road you=re going to have to look at that problem.  21 

You=re not going to have 1,100 empty seats, okay.  Especially 22 

if you want to build a new high school, so ... (Applause) 23 

Moving our kids and making my boys walk a half an hour 24 
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to school each way down Dunbrack and Lacewood, okay, is not 1 

going to solve that problem.  Also what will happen is, and 2 

my husband the gym teacher points this one out, when you take 3 

away our junior high and you only have two junior highs in 4 

the area you now only have two basketball teams, only two 5 

hockey teams, only two bands, okay. (Applause)  You have 6 

taken away all of those extra-curricular activities from our 7 

children and for what?  For what?  You haven=t solved the 8 

issue, okay.   9 

So if we=re looking at the creating the family of schools 10 

population and looking at their 10 criteria what you need to 11 

do is you leave Park West alone and you look at the long-term 12 

solution and the long-term solution is that our enrolment is 13 

going down, you leave us be.  You look at the schools that 14 

are underutilized, you make them a P to 9, okay.  And the 15 

schools that need help, (Applause) like Grosvenor, you give 16 

them the help they need and that=s really the only solution. 17 

(Applause)  Thank you.   18 

And one other thing that I want to say that isn=t in my 19 

notes but the last person who spoke about Grosvenor talked 20 

about how 18 different scenarios were debated, most from the 21 

community and I find that amazing because the scenarios that 22 

were put forth by our parents were not discussed and I think 23 

it=s great that your school benefited from kind of our problems 24 
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but it=s really ... it makes you think that your solution that 1 

a lot of you seem to support came from the community, ours 2 

did not, so let=s leave Park West alone.  Thanks. (Applause) 3 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Do we want to take a 10 4 

minute stretch break?  No.  Okay, Charlene Boyce.  Charlene 5 

Boyce, recommendation number one.  Jerry Tarnogorski.  I 6 

hope I pronounced that properly. 7 

JERRY TARNOGORSKI: I=m Jerry Tarnogorski, Park West.  8 

I notice here very many happy people from Grosvenor School.  9 

Do we have happy person from Park West? 10 

UNANIMOUS REPLY: No. 11 

JERRY TARNOGORSKI: In my opinion, both school receive 12 

different treatment facing committee.  I would like to 13 

summarize my milestone achievements of Boundary Review 14 

Committee.  Point one, committee neglected registration 15 

policy and they ignored enforcing the boundaries at Park 16 

West.  Probably they didn=t notice that they discriminated 17 

law respecting people in favour of school system abusers.  So 18 

why bother about school boundaries today if nobody is going 19 

to respect or enforce them tomorrow? 20 

After process has started it turned out that school 21 

capacity is greater than number of students and school 22 

population will decline.  In this moment when the review for 23 

Park West lost it ground.  However, committee insisted to 24 
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keep going.  Park ... they=re ... whatever they call it they 1 

are going to close Park West Junior High and Boundary Review 2 

Committee has no mandate to discuss school closure.  It must 3 

be a different committee created under different policy.  4 

Policy F003 called ASchool Review Process@. 5 

Did anyone notice that policy B003 called A(Grading?) 6 

School Populations@ is currently under review?  It means it 7 

has been admitted that the policy is broken.  However, this 8 

facts didn=t stop committee. 9 

Park West is a model school, one of top three in terms 10 

of academic achievements in Halifax.  Boundary Review 11 

Committee is try to sink down such a good school.  Destroying 12 

the best assets you have or manage is a very uncommon 13 

behaviour and usually it=s called Asabotage@.  Thank you.  14 

(Applause) 15 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Jerry Kohler.  Jerry 16 

Kohler.  Kohler. 17 

JERRY KOHLER: Hi, my name is Jerry Kohler and this is 18 

Rachael.  She=s at Grade 6 at Park West and she=s 12 years old.  19 

The backpack that she carries weighs about 20 pounds.  She 20 

weighs about 70.  She also has a musical instrument.  And, 21 

you know, carrying all that to Park West, well, she can do 22 

it, but to a school 45 minutes away, well, she can=t do that.  23 

Add to that the amount of traffic on Lacewood and Dunbrack, 24 
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I don=t think so. 1 

Now if this should go through and the school is split 2 

you can bet that most Park West parents are going to be driving 3 

their kids to school and adding to the traffic.  Park West 4 

School has one of the highest academic records in the province 5 

and instead of breaking it up it should be copied or used as 6 

an example.  If you=re saying that there=s over-crowding or 7 

functional capacity issue then you haven=t spent much time at 8 

this school and you haven=t seen everything that goes on there.   9 

Now, you know, one thing that we=re all aware of is that 10 

there are kids going to Park West School from outside the 11 

catchment area and I don=t understand why the School Board 12 

won=t follow its own policy and allow the Principal to enforce 13 

the boundaries would could reduce the number of kids in the 14 

school right away.  Thank you. (Applause) 15 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Back to recommendation two, 16 

our next four speakers from Grosvenor area, Warren Brown, 17 

Andrew MacKinnon, Linda LeBlanc and Terry Cox.  Warren 18 

Brown, please. 19 

WARREN BROWN: Well, good evening everyone.  I=m a 20 

father of a five year old boy at Grosvenor in their French 21 

Immersion Program and I=ll be very brief, just by saying I=d 22 

like to voice my support for the current scenario that is 23 

proposed for Grosvenor. I believe it to be the most balanced 24 
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and the most fair.  Although tonight has been quite an 1 

eye-opener with everybody=s issues and ... and those aren=t 2 

lost on us, however we believe that this keeps our children 3 

together by program and by neighborhood as opposed to 4 

dividing children arbitrarily by dividing streets off from 5 

the rest of the community. 6 

It limits buses in the area of Grosvenor, which is a 7 

major issue and thereby reduces the risk to the community and 8 

the kids so of all the 18 scenarios that were considered I 9 

feel this is the best for all concerned.  Thank you. 10 

(Applause) 11 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Andrew MacKinnon. 12 

ANDREW MACKINNON: First of all I=d like to thank 13 

Andrea and the other members who put in hundreds of hours 14 

each.  I know the outcome isn=t what everyone wanted but we 15 

have to commend the time they put in.   16 

My name is Andrew MacKinnon.  I=m a parent of two 17 

children in Grades Primary and Grade 2 in French Immersion 18 

at Grosvenor-Wentworth School.  I support the current 19 

scenario being proposed by Grosvenor-Wentworth School and 20 

here=s why.   21 

The proposed solution addresses projected growth for 22 

our neighboring communities in the short and medium term, 23 

which is the intent of the boundary review for Grosvenor and 24 
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addresses the current enrollment pressures that exist at 1 

Grosvenor. 2 

It maintains the French Immersion Program at our school, 3 

which is important to myself and my family.  It moves 4 

students by geography and by program together having the 5 

least impact on students, families and communities.   6 

It maintains Grosvenor as a walking school and a 7 

neighborhood school and it improves the safety of our 8 

students by decreasing bus traffic at the school on our 9 

community streets.  We live six houses away from Grosvenor 10 

and it=s appalling in the morning how tight the street is.  11 

It=s one car at a time and as we know sometimes children don=t 12 

pay the best attention and there=s some scary moments. 13 

It distributes students across various families of 14 

schools, decreasing the impact in any one school.  Our 15 

community has participated in the boundary review process 16 

with 18 different scenarios being considered.  It was 17 

determined that this scenario was the best possible solution 18 

taking into consideration all the 10 criteria outlined in the 19 

Creating the School Populations Policy.   20 

I would ask the HRSB to approve the current scenario 21 

proposed for Grosvenor.  Thank you. (Applause) 22 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Linda LeBlanc. 23 

LINDA LEBLANC: Hello, I=m Linda LeBlanc.  I have a 24 
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daughter in French Immersion at Grosvenor-Wentworth.  And 1 

she=s one of the ones impacted.  I live in Royal Hemlocks and 2 

I=m going against the grain here.  I=m not happy, obviously, 3 

with the scenario that was selected.  I feel like a bit like 4 

Park West actually.  I didn=t ask for it, I don=t like the 5 

outcome and I would like to see my daughter finish her 6 

schooling at the school she started in.  You know, I 7 

understand that the school is over-crowded, I totally agree 8 

with it, I totally believe something needs to be done but I 9 

think we should allow the children that are there now to 10 

finish out their schooling.  Grandfather the kids that are 11 

there and any new students in the school will go forward with 12 

the ... whatever is decided where they need to go.   13 

You know, I just feel that my daughter will be going into 14 

Grade 4 for 2015, so she=ll have spent more than half of her 15 

elementary schooling at Grosvenor.  She has a lot of friends 16 

in the community but she also has a lot of friends in some 17 

of the other neighborhoods and I think it=s detrimental to all 18 

of the kids to separate them from their friends and to, you 19 

know, assume that just because they=re from the same 20 

neighborhood that it makes sense to move them to another 21 

school halfway through their elementary schooling.  You 22 

know, these are ... are kids that are just starting to form 23 

these very strong bonds with their friends and they really 24 
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... you know, my daughter in particular, she=s an only child 1 

and she values her friendships very, very much.  It=s very 2 

important to her to have friends, and I=m not saying you would 3 

necessarily lose contact with this people ... with those 4 

people but it is a very different scenario. 5 

And, you know, the other thing I=m not quoting numbers 6 

because that=s not what=s important to me.  You know it=s more 7 

of an emotional thing.  It=s more the what=s best for my 8 

daughter, my neighborhood, my community.  Unfortunately, 9 

you know, we haven=t had the representation here tonight from 10 

Royal Hemlocks like we should have had ...  11 

TERRY COX: ...(inaudible)  12 

LINDA LEBLANC: ... and I=m very upset about that. 13 

TERRY COX: ... I would like to second that as well, 14 

I just find that, you know, like out kids ... like for our 15 

area we don=t have the privilege of having a walking school. 16 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah. 17 

TERRY COX: That=s one thing I would like to point 18 

out, if we had a walking school, that would be wonderful ...  19 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah. 20 

TERRY COX: ... because then our kids, like the 21 

parents in Wedgewood and Cresthaven, could all walk to their 22 

school. 23 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah. 24 
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TERRY COX: But now it seems like the whole 1 

community is divided.  It=s having an impact on all the kids. 2 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah. 3 

TERRY COX: My kids come home in tears and it=s unfair 4 

that a community like Royal Hemlocks is being on the map for 5 

a long time.  I have lived in Royal Hemlocks for 10 years. 6 

LINDA LEBLANC: As have I. 7 

TERRY COX: So I am entitled to go to Grosvenor as 8 

much as the next person and every other neighborhood. 9 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah.  That was the school that ... we 10 

were told when we built our house that my child would be going 11 

to and I want my child to finish out at Grosvenor and all I=m 12 

asking is to go with the scenario. A number of us got together 13 

from Royal Hemlocks when this whole process started and we 14 

put forward a scenario for grandfathering and it was taken 15 

off that table quicker than you can ... you can breathe.  We 16 

don=t know why. 17 

TERRY COX: We didn=t ... we didn=t ... we didn=t want ...  18 

LINDA LEBLANC: And want to understand ...  19 

TERRY COX: ... ...(inaudible)  20 

LINDA LEBLANC: ... why that was not something that was 21 

vetted properly.  And over time, over the next four or five 22 

years the solution is going to solve itself, but in the 23 

meantime the kids are not going to suffer and I=m really upset 24 
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about the fact that, you know, that there=s lots of ... I 1 

understand we need to fix something but I=m surprised people 2 

aren=t looking more at the kids and the impact to the kids.  3 

And so I ... that=s ...  4 

TERRY COX: I mean the grade ... the grade sixes this 5 

year will be moving out to go to junior high and then if they 6 

get grandfathered the existing kids that are already there 7 

and then the other kids are moving into the neighborhood are 8 

assigned to a different school that=s going to take away 9 

probably about a hundred kids for the start, which would mean 10 

no change to anybody that=s already there. 11 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah.  And another thing, and you didn=t 12 

get up with us, Leanna, but Leanna over here has a son in Grade 13 

4 English and a daughter in Grade 2 French, so now she=s going 14 

to have one kid going to one school and one kid going to 15 

another. 16 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: ...(inaudible)  17 

LINDA LEBLANC: Yeah.  So anyway that=s my ... my blurb. 18 

(Applause) 19 

TERRY COX: And I heard ... I also ... I also heard 20 

a lot of people saying tonight that Grosvenor wanted this.  21 

Well, there=s a lot of parents part of that school that didn=t 22 

want this and that=s something I want to point out coming from 23 

Royal Hemlocks because the way I see it is is that my friends, 24 
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all my kids' friends, they go to every neighborhood, not just 1 

Royal Hemlocks, Cresthaven, Wedgewood.  Everybody is in the 2 

same position and I expected more of a united front from every 3 

area.  That=s all I have to say. (Applause) 4 

TERRY WADDEN: Could we have your name please, so we can 5 

get it ... Terry Cox?  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay, back over to 6 

recommendation one, Park West.  The next group of speakers, 7 

Marcia Kohler, Trish Cameron, Emily Cameron Hamilton and Zoe 8 

Levings.  Marcia Kohler, please. 9 

MARCIA KOHLER: I=m just going to keep my comments a 10 

little bit short tonight.  I am disappointed there are not 11 

any more members tonight from the Boundary Review Committee 12 

here.  My main concern ... that was my daughter who you saw 13 

a few moments ago, Rachael, who=s 12 years old.  She=s quite 14 

petite.  I walked today, myself, over to Clayton Park Junior 15 

High and I ... I was quite surprised with the length of time 16 

it took, but it=s ... the walk is non-residential.  All the 17 

way up Lacewood, Dunbrack.  There=s no houses there.  My 18 

child=s petite.  She looks younger than she is.  It=s a huge, 19 

huge safety concern for us.   20 

I=m just going to read a little bit of a letter that I 21 

sent to Ms. Blumenthal and it=s regarding the safe issue.  So 22 

it=s ... what I said to her is, Moving our children to a school 23 

that is a 40, 45-minute walk away, and much more for many 24 
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students, is just not reasonable on so many levels.  My 12 1 

year old daughter is petite, she=s often mistaken for an eight 2 

year old.  The thought of having her walk along a 3 

non-residential route to a school ... to that school 4 

horrifies us.   5 

The route is unsafe.  I once witnessed a naked man 6 

hiding near the sidewalk on Dunbrack Street.  There was the 7 

case of the motorcycle rapist a few years ago who attacked 8 

women on that street and in addition to that the crosswalk 9 

at Lakewood and Dunbrack is dangerous.  It is reported to 10 

have a high number of accidents.  Safety concerns should be 11 

paramount in this discussion, yet it appears that they are 12 

not being considered. 13 

There=s also the issue of our weather.  80 percent of the 14 

time we have rain.  Can you imagine our kids walking that 15 

distance that long sitting there soaking wet all day long.  16 

I=m going to sum this up because at the end of the day I realize 17 

our neighboring schools have an issue and absolutely it 18 

should have been taken care of and fortunately it looks like 19 

their problems are being solved.  Our parents did not ask for 20 

this, we are a walking safe school.  We want it to remain that 21 

way.  Our children must be considered.  Thank you. 22 

(Applause) 23 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Trish Cameron, please. 24 
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TRISH CAMERON: My name is Trish Cameron.  My three 1 

children will be in junior high at Park West next year and 2 

this is Emily, she=s going to speak after me.  I haven=t seen 3 

any consideration of Park West children=s high academic 4 

achievement in the discussion around this boundary review.  5 

Nova Scotia is at the bottom of the Canadian academic tables 6 

and the Minister of Education is asking us for suggestions 7 

to improve our children=s education.  I have a suggestion.  8 

How about making our children=s education a priority?  How 9 

about making a school that has a very high percentage of 10 

children exceeding educational goals a model for other 11 

schools, not a target for school boards? (Applause) Park West 12 

has outstanding ... Park West has outstanding Board test 13 

results from elementary right through junior high.  As the 14 

Education Minister knows and the Ivany Report says, we need 15 

every good school we can get here in Nova Scotia. (Applause) 16 

We do ... we do not have so many good schools that we can afford 17 

to put even one at risk.   18 

One factor stands out as putting these fine results at 19 

risk.  A long commute to school, whether walking or busing 20 

... others have talked about walking so I=m going to talk about 21 

bussing.  There are children taking the bus to Fairview 22 

Junior High who catch the bus at 7:42 in the morning for a 23 

9 a.m. start and these same children are dropped off at their 24 
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bus stop at four minutes past four after being let out of 1 

school at ten after three.  These children spend over two 2 

hours on the bus not doing extra-curricular sports, not doing 3 

homework, not playing outside.  They are just on the bus. 4 

Like many Park West children, these kids are 5 

approximately 3.6 kilometers from school.  That is a 6 

seven-minute car ride, but they are on the bus for over two 7 

hours.  For some children such a commute is unavoidable but 8 

not in Park West=s situation.  For the 280 junior high 9 

students at Park West it is completely avoidable.  You cannot 10 

think that this commute is a good thing for a child.  You 11 

cannot think that such a commute would not negatively impact 12 

their education whatever your transition plan. 13 

When compared to a 5 to 15-minute walk this is a terrible 14 

option.  The availability of the two electives of sewing and 15 

home economics that Park West doesn=t offer and other schools 16 

do does not in any way make up for this drastic move. 17 

(Applause)   Perhaps ... perhaps the four children that feel 18 

they must have sewing and home economics could be out of the 19 

area students at Clayton Park or Fairview Junior High instead 20 

of requiring the other 276 students to relocate with them 21 

(Applause) with all the ...(inaudible) that entails.   22 

One final thought, relieving over-crowding has nothing 23 

to do with class sizes apparently as at least one of HRSB 24 
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staff=s proposals would result in the Park West Junior High 1 

students being put in larger classes in other schools than 2 

they have at Park West. (Applause)  I=m ...  I=m not seeing 3 

any emphasis at all on education in this process.  Keep Park 4 

West P to 9. (Applause) 5 

EMILY CAMERON: Hi, my name=s Emily and I=m a Grade 6 6 

student soon to go to Grade 7 at Park West.  I have an older 7 

sister in Grade 8.  Everyday my sister comes home from a 8 

sport, a musical, a project and all this stuff you get to do 9 

in junior high.  This grade one ... since Grade 1 I=ve have 10 

been waiting to be a cool sport or musical with my sister or 11 

do the cool stuff that she did.  In Grade 3 my sister would 12 

walk me right up to the door of my portable.  That year I felt 13 

that the portable was like my own portable home. I think a 14 

lot of pe- ... my classmates thought that too. 15 

As a little kid, the junior highs would make me laugh.  16 

I think it is great that Park West lets the junior highs help 17 

set up events for the elementary.  The junior highs always 18 

inspire me and that has helped me as a person.  Thank you. 19 

(Applause) 20 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you, Trish and Emily.  Zoe 21 

Levings. 22 

ZOE LEVINGS: Hopeful that I=ll be in Park West for 23 

Grade 7.  Park West is my home.  It feels weird to think that 24 
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these people don=t realize how we feel.  They=re trying to 1 

change us.  They will change too many of us.  They will 2 

change what I love most about my life.  The life I=ve been 3 

living.  They will change the fairs and the volunteer work, 4 

the clubs and the band classes, the entrepreneurship fair, 5 

which is my favorite part of the year.  They take away the 6 

short convenient walk, the perfect environment and so much 7 

more.  They tear apart the school thinking it=s the solution.  8 

The solution was chosen when Park West was accepted as a P 9 

to 9 school.  Imagine you=re taking apart a puzzle, that=s the 10 

reality.  We are the pieces of that puzzle.  They are 11 

changing our role models, our family, our futures and our 12 

happiness.  They will not realize how much the junior highs 13 

teach us and how they model perfectly to the younger kinds.  14 

How will Grade 6 learn how to do things a teacher can=t teach 15 

them?  How we put on musicals or assemblies.  We are more 16 

than a school, we are a family. (Applause) 17 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you, Zoe.  Back over to 18 

recommendation two, Grosvenor. Eric ... Eric Newbould, Mike 19 

Horne, Chris Grantham, Stephanie Gorman, please.  Eric. 20 

ERIC NEWBOULD: Good evening.  I=m a parent of two kids 21 

that attend Grosvenor currently and a two year old that will 22 

attend in three years.  I=m here to support the recommendation 23 

put forward by the committee.  It=s been talked about a number 24 
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of times tonight.  I=m not ... I=ve nothing new to say so I=ll 1 

keep it short. 2 

There are over-crowding issues in our school and it 3 

seems like although this isn=t going to make some people happy, 4 

it=s the scenario that will make communities stay together the 5 

best that they can and I know people aren=t going to be happy 6 

with that, but it=s the best of what we have and as was said 7 

before, there were 18 scenarios put forward and 16 from the 8 

community and we were listened to, the entire community, and 9 

this is what was put forward as the best recommendation 10 

possible.  It keeps walking kids at the school.  It keep 11 

communities together and it keeps English and French kids 12 

together so, again, I just want to recommend that we continue 13 

with the scenario put forward.  Thank you. (Applause) 14 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Mike Horne. 15 

MIKE HORNE: Thanks very much.  I won=t be very long 16 

here.  It=s five after ten and I haven=t eaten and my kid is 17 

going to kill me when I get home.  So anyways, my ... my name 18 

is Michael Horne.  I have a daughter going to Grosvenor 19 

starting in the fall and while the amount of stuff I=ve heard 20 

here tonight I was in such a bubble, I had no idea that half 21 

of this stuff was going on.  Park West, it got me thinking, 22 

I remember when Grosvenor was a P to 9.  We had that luxury 23 

of that walking ... walking to school, no fears, no buses or 24 
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anything like that, so by all means, I would fight for hell 1 

for that, so I just wanted to lay that point there.  2 

(Applause) 3 

But when I hear things about Grosvenor and, you know, 4 

you start thinking that was P to 9.  Now we=re down to P to 5 

6 and when I hear things, We don=t have a music room, we don=t 6 

have art, we don=t have these EXCEL programs, I=m ... it=s 7 

shocking.  I=m one of those parents that grew up in Wedgewood.  8 

I moved back for Wedgewood because I wanted my school ... my 9 

kid to have that luxury of going to Wedgewood and you hear 10 

the numbers, 107 over ... 107 utilization rate going to 121 11 

or whatever the numbers are, that=s concern to me. That=s not 12 

something that I want my kid to go to, so I absolutely am 13 

supporting this ... this decision to get things going.  It=s 14 

the least impact on students.  I know everybody=s not going 15 

to like that, but again, it=s my kid going to that school.  I 16 

want her to have those speciality services, I want her to have 17 

the same education, same lifestyle that I had when I went to 18 

school.  So just wanted to support that ... that notion for 19 

Grosvenor.  Thanks. (Applause) 20 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Chris Grantham. 21 

CHRIS GRANTHAM: Hi, I=m Chris Grantham.  I=m a parent of 22 

a student at Rockingham Elementary and another at Clayton 23 

Park Junior High.  First, I would like to comment ... 24 
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reiterate what some of the other speakers have noted, how 1 

weird this meeting is where we just seem to be talking amongst 2 

ourselves where the representative of the Board are ... are 3 

incognito (Applause) and it=s not what I expected, so ... 4 

anyway, I=ll just comment briefly on one of the proposed 5 

changes to the junior high feeding schools included in the 6 

recommendations.  It will apply to ... it=s actually changing 7 

some of the feeder schools and it will apply to students that 8 

are already in junior high.  So what that means is that for 9 

students that start junior high in 2014, if the 10 

recommendations are implemented they=ll have to change 11 

schools again in 2015 and the transition from elementary to 12 

junior high can be really challenging for some students and 13 

to force them basically to do that again one year later or 14 

something I=m not really happy with and I=d like to ask that 15 

if there is any changes to the feeder schools that do come 16 

as part of any recommendation that ... that maybe they could 17 

give some thought to maybe keeping students that are already 18 

in junior high in that school and have it only apply to new 19 

students that go ... as they go into junior high.  Anyway, 20 

that=s all I got.  Thank you. (Applause) 21 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Stephanie Gorman, please. 22 

No. Colleen Rollings. 23 

COLLEEN ROLLINGS: We=re getting shorter as the night 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

131 

goes on.  I=ve come tonight to speak in support of 1 

recommendation number two, also known as scenario 8A, has 2 

been recommended by the Boundary Review Committee for 3 

Grosvenor-Wentworth Park School.  The recommended scenario 4 

provides a good balance to accommodate the numerous criteria 5 

put forward by the Grosvenor-Wentworth Park School 6 

community.   7 

The emphasis from the community was to keep as many 8 

neighborhood students together as possible including when 9 

required to move students, let=s move the neighborhoods 10 

together and more specifically, students within programs 11 

within neighborhoods together. 12 

A majority of the students have been kept within the 13 

Halifax family of schools and will be reconnected at the 14 

junior high level.  Again, keeping neighborhood kids 15 

together.  The bus traffic to Grosvenor will like be reduced 16 

in half to assist with traffic concerns at the school during 17 

drop-off and pick-up times.  In the addition of busing being 18 

available for French program students to Sunnyside from the 19 

Larry Uteck area will be welcomed by many parents in that 20 

area. 21 

The goal to maintain reasonable core English and French 22 

Immersion student populations at Grosvenor-Wentworth, 23 

Rockingham, Sunnyside and Bedford South is achieved for the 24 
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next five years of student population projection.   1 

I=m the parent of two children at Grosvenor-Wentworth and 2 

a client of Wedgewood Little School.  My children walk to 3 

school every day, both ways, uphill.  Just ask them.  So I 4 

support the emphasis during the process placed on preserving 5 

the immediate neighborhood adjacent to Grosvenor-Wentworth.  6 

It=s essential to maintaining our neighborhood and community 7 

atmosphere.  The implementation of recommendation number 8 

two must proceed by September, 2015, to provide the best 9 

learning environment for our children as they deserve it. 10 

(Applause) 11 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Back to recommendation one.  12 

Gennadiy Skazhenyuk.  I apologize if I mispronounced that.  13 

Mark Claxton, Ghada Elshemy and Jeff Rogers.   Is Gennadiy 14 

here?  Mark Claxton.  Ghada Elshemy.  Jeff Rogers. 15 

JEFF ROGERS: Thank you.  Usually when I stand up to 16 

speak I crack jokes and make a fool of myself so what I can 17 

say is that I am at the opposite end of that feeling tonight.  18 

I=ve very, very concerned.  So I have daughters in Park West 19 

School.  One in Grade 2 and one in Grade 7.  I=m not really 20 

sure who=s here that I am speaking directly to.  I do see the 21 

chair from the committee, so thank you.  I do recognize some 22 

of the School Board members, thank you for being here, 23 

including Mr. Wright.  I did call you out a little bit last 24 
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week so definitely certainly I respect you being here 1 

tonight. 2 

It is recognized that you, as the volunteers, have used 3 

your own time to try and assist in completing a task that could 4 

provide value to HRSB.  It is unfortunate that you are not 5 

able to work in an unbiased environment, free from staff and 6 

facilitator interference to actually achieve this value for 7 

Park West. 8 

In conjunction with many of concerns you=ve heard this 9 

evening, an effort to quash, in my opinion, public input 10 

occurred.  On February 26th I personally submitted three 11 

scenarios to the boundary review e-mail and I received a 12 

response the next day.  An excerpt from that response: 13 

As was explained in the public meeting 14 

on January 27th and to the committee 15 

members on our first meeting on February 16 

3rd, all information received from the 17 

community will be brought to the 18 

committee for discussion. 19 

Two months later I sent a follow-up e-mail requesting 20 

why these had not been discussed and I referenced the 21 

commitment that to do so from the previous e-mail.  I did not 22 

receive a response. 23 

Furthermore, I=ve been advised after review of the 24 
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magical white binder that that correspondence is not there.  1 

The facts continue to show that Park West has been targeted 2 

from the outset with a predetermined outcome by HRSB staff 3 

and they have consistently derailed or maneuvered the 4 

committee away from anything that is not aligned to the 5 

predetermined outcome.  There are alternatives to your 6 

recommendation that are less severe for the community and 7 

well within the authority of HRSB to implement. 8 

On May 21st, an HRSB staff member identified that there 9 

is already projected decline of 54 students in 2014.  That=s 10 

two classrooms.  Despite the fact that we already have a 11 

declining population in our school, an enrolment cap, if 12 

really necessary, could be instituted to facilitate a faster 13 

decrease in those numbers.  A cap of just 50 students 14 

annually for four years would disrupt maybe a dozen students 15 

a year instead of the hundreds and hundreds and hundreds that 16 

this scenario will impact.   17 

As well, policy B028, the registration policy, requires 18 

that all students are registered annually, all.  I had that 19 

discussion at the school one day.  Didn=t go over well.  So 20 

the Board could actually get the principal to do that 21 

registration, confirm students within the catchment area and 22 

reduce the population further without this.   23 

The overwhelming majority of Park West community want 24 
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no change to the school configuration.  The community is 1 

satisfied and the students are leaders in educational 2 

achievement.  There is no information to suggest changes to 3 

the school will improve the education of our children.  In 4 

fact, the opposite is true. 5 

The Department of Education achievement scores for 2013 6 

indicate that Park West has achieved significantly higher 7 

outcomes than the other two junior high schools, one of which 8 

you recommend to send our children to.  Most notably 16 9 

percent higher in math and 21 percent higher in reading. 10 

(Applause) 11 

I don=t mean that as a slight against the other schools.  12 

What it does is it highlights the need for the Board to focus 13 

on the things that are important.  Things that ... where you 14 

could help those schools.  The scenarios that I put in, 15 

global.  It wasn=t one school, it wasn=t two schools, it was 16 

all schools, which would save loads of money where you could 17 

target that money to schools that actually need the 18 

assistance. (Applause) 19 

I thank you for your time and I hope you have the courage 20 

to deliver a stiff message to the governing board that not 21 

only has this process been unfair for Park West but its own 22 

staff have corrupted any value that may have been possible 23 

for this community.  They have also undermined confidence in 24 
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the Board, and by default, the education system.  This needs 1 

to be fixed, not only for our students but for the hundreds 2 

and thousands that will be treated this way in the future. 3 

There is enough information presented on a very poor 4 

process that the Board should be taking action and if they 5 

are not going to take action then the Minister should.  Thank 6 

you. (Applause) 7 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you.  Leslie Phillmore.  Alana 8 

Aisthorpe. 9 

ALANA AISTHORPE: Hello, my name is Alana Aisthorpe and 10 

I=m a parent of two children that attend Park West that are 11 

still both here well past their bedtime, mine as well.  One 12 

is in Grade 5 and one is in Grade 3.  My husband and I have 13 

been active volunteers in our children=s classroom and the 14 

school since they began in Grade Primary.  We strongly 15 

support the P to 9 configuration.  We chose to buy a house 16 

in this community less than five minutes away from the school 17 

so our children could walk to school and come home for lunch.  18 

Park West School is a fabulous school and this is a quote from 19 

Mr. Derrick Carter, our principal, of Park West, which is 20 

printed in our school agendas for our children that are given 21 

out in the beginning of the year.  Park West School has 22 

excelled in producing high achieving, community-minded and 23 

responsible young people.  We celebrate and embrace the 24 
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vibrant and diverse cultural community that makes Park West 1 

School unique and special.  2 

We do not want to see siblings split between two school 3 

communities nor do we want to see ... loose the mentorship 4 

provided to the younger students from their older peers.  My 5 

children were excited and look forward to book buddy days with 6 

their older peers and now they are proud of the responsibility 7 

of being a book buddy to younger children.  They admire the 8 

students in the leadership corps and aspire to have the same 9 

opportunities as their junior high peers.   10 

I question why Halifax Regional School Board would want 11 

to change such a successful school environment, one that has 12 

been recognized as a model school and recently toured ... was 13 

toured by 30 visiting principals.  My children are thriving 14 

in the Park West environment and they are both straight A 15 

students and participate in many activities, like fine arts. 16 

My oldest son has been schooled in a portable classroom 17 

for the past two years.  His education has not been impacted 18 

negatively by this learning environment.  His education, 19 

community identity and stability would significantly be 20 

impacted if the junior high was removed from Park West.  The 21 

Park West community has called for the boundary review 22 

process to be suspended.  I have concerns about the review 23 

process, including the lack of transparency.  The huge 24 
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endeavor and responsibility placed on our volunteers to 1 

oversee the process.  Questionable statistics provided 2 

regarding student enrollment and the lack of input from 3 

students, parents and community citizens.  We know the Park 4 

West student population is declining and there is no 5 

potential for future development.  As mentioned earlier, I 6 

believe by Christa, we have 102 Grade 9 students graduating 7 

this year and only 48 Primary students beginning in the fall.   8 

Most importantly we do not want to see our children 9 

separated and going to school in different communities.  10 

This separation would complicate childcare arrangements and 11 

see children walking a considerable distance to Clayton Park 12 

Junior High on busy roads and crossing intersections.  Park 13 

West has a committee that focuses on active and safe routes 14 

to school.  We are committed to ensuring our children walk 15 

safely to their neighborhood school and we want to make sure 16 

they remain safe. 17 

I feel powerless in this boundary review process and 18 

fear the outcome that could affect my children=s education and 19 

the broader community of Park West.  If the Halifax Regional 20 

School Board enforced their own boundary policy for Park West 21 

School, we would not require this process.  I urge the 22 

committee to examine the high student achievement, actively 23 

engage student population, cultural diversity and 24 
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collaboration of teachers, parents and the Park West 1 

community.  If you really have a commitment to put the 2 

educational interests of students first as detailed in the 3 

Mission of HRSB, you would leave Park West School a P to 9.  4 

Thank you. (Applause) 5 

CAELAN MCPHERSON: Hi, my name is Caelan and I have 6 

been going to Park West School since Grade Primary.  I=m now 7 

in Grade 5.  This is my second year being taught in a portable 8 

classroom and it has not affected my education at all.  I love 9 

Park West School and want it to remain P to 9.  10 

Grosvenor-Wentworth has a problem, Park West does not.  11 

Please do not change my school and take away junior high.  12 

Thank you. (Applause) 13 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you, Caelan and Alana.  Steve 14 

Schumph.  Did I pronounce that properly?  No.  I apologize 15 

Steve.  16 

STEVE SCHUMPH: Hi folks.  I=ll cut this down a lot 17 

because a lot of the points I=m going to make have been made 18 

already, so no need to rehash them.  I would like to thank 19 

the boundary committee members that are actually here 20 

tonight.  At the same time I do want to express my profound 21 

disappointment at boundary committee members that are not 22 

here.  I really feel this is my one opportunity for feedback 23 

throughout this entire process and it feels somewhat tainted 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

140 

by that very fact.  I do know it=s being transcribed, however 1 

as we all know communication is 90 percent emotion, context, 2 

things of that nature, so even if they=re reading the 3 

information they=re only getting 10 percent of our message.  4 

I feel profoundly disappointed. (Applause) 5 

I am the parent of two children that are attending Park 6 

West, one is in Grade 4, one is in Grade 5.  They=re not number 7 

521 and 522, their names are Simon and Clara and the other 8 

thing I would like to put through this is I=m just going to 9 

... I had pages written but I=m going to, due to the late hour 10 

and the amount of time you=ve been sitting I=m going to cut 11 

things down to just a couple of points.  We started to hear 12 

some of this more through later in the evening, it=s the key 13 

points that I hold near and dear to my heart.  One, the 14 

educational outcomes and, two, the health and welfare of our 15 

students.  Those are the two things that I think should be 16 

first and foremost in terms of this boundary review and 17 

boundary review ... (Applause)  18 

So first I would like to take a little ... I=d like to 19 

place a little focus on the topic of educational outcomes.  20 

It=s interesting to me that the Board=s own research indicates 21 

that middle-aged school children perform better in a P to 9 22 

environment than they do in a junior high environment.  This 23 

was one of the highlights of the AImagine our Schools@ 24 
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community consultation back in 2008.  Furthermore 1 

standardized testing of Park West students, which you=ve heard 2 

from many other people so far tonight, has shown them to 3 

perform well above the provincial average. 4 

This to me is an example of the old adage, if it ain=t 5 

broke, don=t fix it.  In fact, one could rightly conclude ... 6 

(Applause) no sorry ... in fact, one could rightly conclude 7 

that the current grade configuration at Park West is one to 8 

be emulated as opposed to destroyed. (Applause) Educational 9 

outcomes are not the only concern of Park West students and 10 

parents.  You=ve heard from many others tonight.  Also near 11 

and dear to our heart is the factor of safety and I mentioned 12 

that earlier.   13 

It has been communicated through the current 14 

superintendent that in the current proposal busing would not 15 

be provided to Clayton Park Junior High despite some words 16 

we heard earlier tonight.  Park West is a community school 17 

to which most children walk.  Relocation to Clayton Park 18 

Junior High will require a much longer walk, an element of 19 

which it will involve crossing both Dunbrack and Lacewood in 20 

winter during low light times of day.   21 

Given the spate of pedestrian accidents at crosswalks 22 

at HRM in the past year it would be foolhardily ... foolhardy 23 

and downright dangerous in my opinion to transfer children 24 
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from a school that is in the community to one which is not. 1 

I=ve spent some time recently trying to ascertain what 2 

the issue that HRSB is attempting to solve.  The student 3 

population at Park West has been static for a number of years 4 

now.  As a matter of fact it=s actually declined a little bit 5 

if you look at it and, in fact, is projected to start 6 

decreasing at a much higher rate.  So one has to ask, why this 7 

review and why now? 8 

In the absence of dialogue from our elected members one 9 

has to attempt to surmise what issue is at hand.  Frankly, 10 

in my opinion, there=s the ... what we=ve heard some tonight 11 

about Grosvenor-Wentworth, but frankly, in my opinion, it=s 12 

not an issue about over-utilization at Park West, it=s an issue 13 

of under-utilization at some of the other schools in our area.  14 

Given this under-utilization, the HRSB is faced with prospect 15 

of having to close a school in my humble opinion.  From their 16 

perspective it is far more palatable from a communications 17 

standpoint to state that they are moving students as opposed 18 

to closing a school. (Applause) 19 

Let ... let=s be clear here, moving Park West students 20 

at the junior high level is tantamount to closing a school.  21 

Let us not kid ourselves.  It is the removal of junior high 22 

programming in the Park West area.  Park West is a vibrant, 23 

diverse school that has excelled in producing high achieving, 24 
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community-minded and responsible young people.  The current 1 

noise about the boundary review has caused much unrest in the 2 

community.  More troubling is the concern and anxiety being 3 

communicated by our children.  I ask that the boundary review 4 

for Park West be ended as soon as possible so that our children 5 

can focus on what is truly important, their education and the 6 

existing successful community environment. (Applause)   7 

In closing, five years ago the Imagine our Schools 8 

consultation recommended retention of a P to 9 configuration 9 

at Park West, one which I wholeheartedly support.  If allowed 10 

to close, the junior high portion of the school I can 11 

visualize a new report looking back at the current time period 12 

in hindsight titled AImagine our Fools.@ (Applause) 13 

TERRY WADDEN: Thank you. 14 

Back to Recommendation 2, Grosvenor - Julie Jeffrey, 15 

Jessica Fraser, Sarah Flynn.  16 

JULIE JEFFREY: Hi there.   My name is Julie Jeffrey and 17 

I have two children that are currently at 18 

Grosvenor-Wentworth, and my third little guy is starting in 19 

September.  I=m here tonight to show my support for scenario 20 

8A that has been put forward by the Boundary Review Committee. 21 

My family and I recognize that there=s a lot of families 22 

that will have to leave under this scenario, and, of course, 23 

we don=t want anybody to leave Grosvenor.  But we=re in a 24 
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situation that we really do need a change at Grosvenor, and 1 

so, looking at all the scenarios that the Boundary Review 2 

Committee put forward, we feel that this one would be the best 3 

solution.   And we do recognize that this is a boundary 4 

review process and that, in order to find a solution for 5 

Grosvenor, some students will have to be moved to another 6 

school.   So the Boundary Review Committee has run 18 7 

different scenarios for Grosvenor-Wentworth, which has 8 

already been said several times over the course of the 9 

evening.  Scenario 8A is the best possible scenario.  It has 10 

the least amount of impact for the students and their families 11 

and also for the communities of interest.  With this 12 

scenario, it keeps the communities of interest together as 13 

much as possible.  It is also the only scenario out of 18 14 

scenarios that meet the 10 criteria that the Boundary Review 15 

Committee referenced when evaluating the scenarios.   16 

The Boundary Review Committee distributed the growth in 17 

the Larry Uteck and the Royal Hemlock area across three 18 

different schools.  This results in a desirable functional 19 

capacity in all three schools at year one and year five.   It 20 

is a viable and reasonable scenario.  It maintains core 21 

English and French programming at Grosvenor-Wentworth; it 22 

reduces the bus traffic at Grosvenor in the mornings, which 23 

will increase the safety to our children; it will open space 24 



 
GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK AND PARK WEST SCHOOLS - 
PUBLIC MEETING - JUNE 2, 2014                     

 
 

 
VERBATIM INC. - Dartmouth, Nova Scotia (902)469-5734 

Serving Atlantic Canada Since 1976  

145 

for specialty programs like music, art, and core French 1 

rooms. 2 

I am very appreciative of all of the volunteer hours the 3 

Boundary Review Committee has provided to the process over 4 

the past five months and I recognize that there is no easy 5 

solution for Grosvenor-Wentworth.  I am supporting the 6 

scenario put forward by the Boundary Review Committee, as it 7 

has the least amount of impact on students, families, and the 8 

communities.   Thank you. 9 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Jessica Fraser. 10 

JESSICA FRASER: Hi there.  My name is Jessica 11 

Fraser, and I am also a parent at Grosvenor-Wentworth.  I 12 

have a son in Grade 2 and a daughter starting Primary in 13 

September.  I am here tonight in support of scenario 8A, 14 

which is scenario 2, and want to thank Andrea Coish and the 15 

other Committee members for all their hard work, time and 16 

effort put into this.  I really, really, really thank you, 17 

because I would not have wanted to be in that position at all.   18 

I do feel that our school was heard.  We had 18 scenarios put 19 

forward, which I know we=ve all reiterated tonight, 16 of which 20 

were community developed, and scenario number 2 was a 21 

community-submitted scenario that was tweaked by the BRC once 22 

all of the numbers were run. 23 

 We are currently at 107% utilization of space, so this 24 
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clearly indicates that Grosvenor needs this change, and we 1 

need it now.  I, personally, want my children to have 2 

specialty rooms such as a music room, French room, art room, 3 

and lunch room.   This scenario maintains both the English 4 

and French Immersion programs at Grosvenor.  It has the least 5 

amount of impact on students and spreads the population 6 

across all the schools involved.  It also has the least 7 

amount of disruption to all of the communities of interest 8 

and allows all of the communities to feed into the same junior 9 

high and high schools together within each of the catchment 10 

area.  It also reduces the bus traffic at Grosvenor, which 11 

is a big issue for safety, and it keeps Grosvenor as a 12 

community walking school, which I do believe is very 13 

important in so many ways, including all the health-related 14 

issues. 15 

I would also really like to stress that Grosvenor has 16 

the smallest functional capacity but has the largest 17 

population out of every school involved in this review, which 18 

I think is a very important thing to remember.    19 

I would ask that HRSB to please approve this scenario 20 

put forward by the Committee.   Thank you.  21 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Sarah Flynn. 22 

SARAH FLYNN: I have to raise this.   To everybody 23 

who=s still here tonight - I know it=s late, and I=ll be quick 24 
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- I wanted to thank the Boundary Review Committee again, like 1 

everybody has, for all the work and the hours and the time 2 

that they=ve put in.  It=s, it=s been a long and grueling 3 

process for everybody, and we certainly appreciate all of 4 

your efforts. 5 

I=m a mother of four at Grosvenor-Wentworth Park School, 6 

three that are in the school now and one that will start in 7 

September, and I am here to support scenario 8A, as well.  8 

It=s, it=s next to impossible for everyone to be happy in a 9 

boundary review of Grosvenor.  My children will lose 10 

classmates one way or another, and that=s very difficult.  11 

However, I do believe that Grosvenor needs a resolution and 12 

we need it now.    13 

When we went through the Imagine Our Schools process in 14 

2008, I was involved in that in a parent capacity, as well, 15 

and one of the things that was identified at that time is that 16 

Grosvenor could not maintain the projected growth of the 17 

Larry Uteck and Royal Hemlocks communities.  It couldn=t 18 

sustain that pressure.  Six years ago they identified this 19 

as a problem, and it=s only gotten worse.   So as Jessica 20 

mentioned before, we are the smallest school in the review, 21 

with the largest population, so we do need a resolution and 22 

we need to... we need something that will happen quickly.    23 

 I think that scenario 8A is the best scenario for our 24 
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school for the following reasons:   the continued growth in 1 

Royal Hemlocks and Larry Uteck communities requires a 2 

solution that redistributes the population across more than 3 

just one school.  I think we=ve seen by the number of scenarios 4 

that have been run, that one school can=t handle the capacity 5 

from that community.  That=s why this scenario works so well, 6 

as it redistributes the growth across a couple of schools.  7 

Rockingham is only at 65 percent functional capacity and 8 

Bedford South is only at 68 percent functional capacity, so 9 

both have room.  This would result in them having capacities 10 

of 77 percent across both schools, across all schools in year 11 

one, and then, by sharing the growth across those schools, 12 

the projection for five years is optimum capacity of 85 13 

percent.   14 

This scenario keeps large groups of students together, 15 

causing the least amount of impact for the fewer, for the 16 

fewest number of students, families, and communities of 17 

interest.  It maintains both the French and English 18 

programming at Grosvenor.   The French Immersion students 19 

that head to Rockingham will reconnect with the French 20 

Immersion students that are at Grosvenor when they go to 21 

junior high. 22 

Transportation has been a major growing concern at 23 

Grosvenor over the past number of years.  Grosvenor was built 24 
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as a walking school, and it doesn=t have the infrastructure 1 

to support the current bus traffic, let alone an increase in 2 

bus traffic that may come with continued growth.  This 3 

scenario moves children that are already being bussed, so 4 

it=s, again, a lower impact to those students. 5 

This scenario will also result in a reduction in bus and 6 

vehicular traffic at Grosvenor by approximately two buses, 7 

speaking specifically to buses, in the mornings.    8 

I wanted to just comment, as well, on two of the other... 9 

two comments that were made earlier in the night.  With 10 

regards to the comment about concerns of C.P. Allen capacity 11 

down the road, this review was mandated to address the short- 12 

and medium-term pressures for the schools involved.   The 13 

Committee did a five-year projection, and those projections, 14 

when you look at the numbers, the first year that this group 15 

moving out will hit C.P. Allen, it=s only 10 students.  So the 16 

increase, I know they=re already going to be under pressure, 17 

but the increase from this change is very minimal, and, at 18 

that point, they may need to look at doing another review.  19 

I hate to think about it, because I know a lot of us would 20 

be impacted by that, as well, but the mandate of this 21 

Committee was a short- to medium-term ... to address short- 22 

to medium-term pressures. 23 

And also, there was a comment made earlier about some 24 
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more work needing to be done on coming up with a scenario for 1 

Grosvenor.  Everybody said it tonight... I mean, we=ve come 2 

up with 16 community-based, community-generated scenarios, 3 

as well as two from the Board, and I don=t, I think if we don=t 4 

have it now, I=m not sure that we=ll be able to get it.  So 5 

I, I strongly support scenario 8A that=s being put forward. 6 

And just as an aside and a separate comment on the Park 7 

West scenario, I have a daughter who=s going into junior high 8 

next year, so I would echo some of the questions put forward 9 

by other parents and would ask the Review Committee to please, 10 

I guess, consider the impact of what they=re suggesting for 11 

Park West on the other students of Grosvenor and Rockingham, 12 

because it does make changes for them, and how does that 13 

ripple down to siblings that may end up going to different 14 

junior highs and whatnot?  So that=s a question that, as a 15 

parent of a child going into junior high, I don=t feel that=s 16 

been answered yet in the proposed scenario for Park West.  17 

And as a graduate of a P-9, I feel you and I hope, I hope that 18 

you=re successful in your P-9 wish.   Thank you.  19 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   I still have one spot 20 

there for Grosvenor.  We=ve exhausted the list, but if there=s 21 

another speaker, please identify yourself when you come to 22 

the mic, please. 23 

PATTI MacKINNON: Hello.  My name is Patti 24 
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MacKinnon, and I got here a little late so I didn=t officially 1 

get my name on the list.  I have three boys currently at 2 

Grosvenor-Wentworth in the English program.  And I do live 3 

in the Royal Hemlocks area, so under the proposed scenario 4 

2, my boys wouldn=t necessarily be having to leave Grosvenor, 5 

if that was... if the recommendation was accepted and put 6 

forward.  However, I do very, very, very strongly believe in 7 

grandfathering, and... as part of this process, and, 8 

actually, I would challenge the Super and the School Board 9 

to take that on as ... when they ... as a go-to, basically, 10 

when they, when they do any boundary review.   11 

Anyway, I support scenario 2 or 8A, with grandfathering 12 

involved for the... for all students that are currently at 13 

Grosvenor.  Thank you.  14 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Back to Recommendation 15 

Number 1.   Speakers, Petula Remedious, Aktar Zaman, Randa 16 

Fakhory, Janet Newton.  Petula?  Gone?  Aktar?  17 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  He=s not here, either.  18 

RANDA FAKHORY:  No.  I=m Randa. 19 

TERRY WADDEN:  Randa.  Okay.   20 

RANDA FAKHORY:  My name is Randa Fakhory.  I have two 21 

children at Park West.  One is in Grade 4, and he=s in a 22 

portable and he loves it; he gets to take hot chocolate in 23 

a thermos.   My daughter is in Grade 8.  She walks my son to 24 
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school.  She=s a straight A student.  She participates in all 1 

of the programs.  She forgot her shorts the other day at home, 2 

and she was going to try out for track and field, and, 3 

thankfully - we would have had a crisis - but, thankfully, 4 

she lived three minutes down the street and she was able to 5 

run home and get her shorts and go back and try out.   6 

It=s a confidence issue for our kids, if they don=t get 7 

on the teams, if they don=t have a chance because there=s a 8 

lot of numbers.  I=m worried that if they move, they=re going 9 

to lose that.  You know, we have the comradery  with our 10 

kids, we have nurturing.  I went to a Primary-9 school.  My 11 

sister, my younger sister, they changed it for her, she had 12 

to move out.  She still remembers it til this day.  She=s 35 13 

and she has two children.    14 

One thing about that scenario is if change is going to 15 

happen, it has to make sense, we have to believe in it, we 16 

have to be convinced for the safety of our kids, for the 17 

well-being of our kids, that it makes sense.   I=m not 18 

convinced.   19 

I=m a banker.   I understand numbers.  But I also 20 

understand in due diligence. I understand that ... I mean, 21 

I work for a bank, I have to go borrow money from my employer, 22 

they ask me to confirm my income.  They know I work for them.   23 

We are at a school, we don=t know who=s registered, if they 24 
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live in our area.  It=s a boundary review.   Let me believe 1 

it, let me buy into it.   Let us confirm... We offered to 2 

work... We didn=t ask the Boundary Review Committee.  The PTA 3 

said we will sit there, we will confirm people=s registrations 4 

if we are allowed to.  It=s a free country, I get it.  But can 5 

you prove to me that there=s not a hundred people that don=t 6 

live in my community that are going to the school before you 7 

send my kids 45 minutes away from the community, risking their 8 

lives.  We worked hard to have these kids.  They=re happy, 9 

they=re doing well.  That=s all we=re asking for is the basic 10 

necessity.  Just leave us alone.   11 

Our scenario is not up there.  Everybody is saying leave 12 

Park West alone.  We understand parents... I have parents, 13 

I know friends at Grosvenor-Wentworth.  We understand.  Our 14 

children are what we strive to nurture.  We want them to be 15 

happy.  It just doesn=t make sense.  So make us believe it.  16 

I don=t believe that this is the right scenario for Park West, 17 

I=m sorry.    18 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Janet Newton. 19 

JANET NEWTON: My name is Janet Newton and I live on 20 

Parkland Drive.  Several weeks ago I read in the newspaper 21 

that the municipal councillor for her area was holding a 22 

public meeting to consult her constituents about the future 23 

of St. Pat=s High School property.  She was quoted as saying, 24 
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AIt is your land and you should have a say in what happens 1 

here.@  Last week, another city councillor consulted the 2 

public about changes to Cornwallis Park.  Fast forward to 3 

tonight:  surely, these parents have the right to be heard 4 

about the future education of their children.  While I know 5 

that is the purpose of this meeting tonight, in my opinion, 6 

the parents should have been consulted much earlier in the 7 

process.   Their attempts to be heard should not have been 8 

shunned, and there should have been communication back and 9 

forth.  City councillors are not afraid to go out and talk 10 

to the public in case they=re not allowed to then vote on the 11 

matter - matters, I dare say, far less serious than the 12 

education of children.   I hope the members present will 13 

listen to the parents and the family members and adjust their 14 

recommendation. There may not have been so much 15 

negativity if parents had been listened to sooner.  16 

I moved to the Woodbury Condominium last August.  I am 17 

not a parent or a grandparent.  Sadly, the grandchildren I 18 

have don=t live in Nova Scotia, the ones I have so far.   But 19 

I=m here because a neighbor of mine is a grandmother, and you=ll 20 

hear from her in a moment.   She has become very concerned 21 

about her grandchildren.    22 

With my background, because I was a School Board member 23 

for nine years, including four years as the Chairperson, in 24 
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Kings County and then the Annapolis Valley Regional School 1 

Board, education is of huge interest to me, and I have become 2 

very troubled by this process.  I have been troubled by 3 

closed meetings and secret ballots.   And I can say that, in 4 

the Annapolis Valley, when Board members and Committee 5 

members want to hear from the public, they sit up front and 6 

you speak to them.   And the Superintendent, the 7 

Superintendent of Schools attends, as well.  Now I know the 8 

Halifax Board is a lot larger, but there are Assistant 9 

Superintendents, and one of them should have been here 10 

tonight. 11 

This is a very multi-ethnic community where we live 12 

here, in Clayton Park West.  There are a lot of large 13 

apartment buildings and townhouses and single family 14 

dwellings.  When I go out walking, I see and I hear great 15 

diversity.  Immigrants seem to be drawn to this community, 16 

and one reason certainly is Park West School, where their 17 

children are welcomed and where they can be educated for 10 18 

years.     Why are you destroying this?    19 

They say, in cities, people do not know their neighbors.  20 

What you are proposing will take 300 children from their 21 

neighborhood school that they walk to.  Why destroy a 22 

community? 23 

The Committee was mandated not to consider financial 24 
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implications.  With the huge demands on the scare resources 1 

for education in this province, this seems very strange to 2 

me.  There has been no information considered about the cost 3 

of closing an equipped junior high school, the potential 4 

bussing costs, and who knows what else. 5 

Park West is a model school, chosen to be shown off to 6 

principals from all over Canada.  The Halifax Regional 7 

School Board should be proud of this.  They should celebrate 8 

this school.  They should not destroy it.   9 

It=s easy for us to say we are here for the kids.  Let=s 10 

put meaning to those words.  There=s nothing in this 11 

recommendation for Park West School that is good for these 12 

279 students.  Thank you.  13 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Nancy Hamilton. 14 

NANCY HAMILTON: I=m the grandmother that she was 15 

talking about, with three children at Park West.  If it ain=t 16 

broke, don=t fix it.  Park West is definitely not broken. It 17 

is like the baby bear=s porridge, just right. 18 

I understand that the moratorium on school closings will 19 

be lifted.   Once that has happened, then, in areas with too 20 

many school, too few students, a school or schools can be 21 

closed.  Then, after that, with all this up-to-date 22 

information, the Boundary Review Committee can efficiently 23 

do its job and set new boundaries, if and where needed. 24 
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Boundaries must be strictly enforced.  Absolutely no 1 

change should be made without considering, first and 2 

foremost, what is best for all students. 3 

 I am begging you, as a grandmother, on behalf of all 4 

the children in junior high at Park West, to please let them 5 

continue their schooling there and enjoy everything that this 6 

model school has to offer them.  Please leave well enough 7 

alone.    8 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  Alyssa, Emma, and Kate, 9 

three students. 10 

ALYSSA:  Hi.  My name is Alyssa and next year I 11 

am going to be at junior high, hopefully, at Park West.   12 

There are so many reasons I don=t want you to change Park West, 13 

but here are a few:   Every year in elementary I=ve heard stuff 14 

that junior highs have got to do - I mean, you have sports, 15 

plays, and other activities.  I=ve also loved watching them, 16 

especially the plays.  When I go to junior high, I want all 17 

the elementaries to see me perform in a play.  Some of the 18 

elementaries are my friends and some of my friends in my grade 19 

have siblings in elementary, and you would split them up.   20 

Also, some people look up to the junior highs as role models, 21 

plus some Park ... plus Park West has a lot of fun things that 22 

other schools do not have.  Also, to walk to school right now, 23 

it takes about one minute, but if you change the schools, it 24 
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will take 45 minutes to get to school.   Some people think 1 

that portables are bad, but, really, they are awesome.  2 

Listen to the kids and don=t change our school.   Thank you.  3 

EMMA DAVIDSON: Hello.  My name is Emma Davidson.  I am 4 

in Grade 6, about to be Grade 7 at Park West School.   In my 5 

family I have an older sister who loved going through junior 6 

high at Park West and thought it was a great experience to 7 

prepare her for high school.  I also have a younger sister 8 

who is in Grade 2.  I walk with her to school everyday and 9 

we go to the same babysitter after school.  If you take away 10 

our junior high, my younger sister will be alone, and that 11 

will be sad for both of us.  Some people say that Park West 12 

is too crowded, but I don=t think it is at all.  And some people 13 

say we shouldn=t have portables, but I really liked them when 14 

I was in them for two years.   I would rather be in a portable 15 

in my own community than walk a long distance to go to school 16 

in another community. 17 

Since I was in Grade Primary, I couldn=t wait to be in 18 

junior high at Park West, and now you=re taking that away from 19 

me and my friends and my classmates.  There are a lot of 20 

changes that come with junior high, and if you close our 21 

junior high school, that will make it even harder.  Please 22 

leave Park West alone.  Thank you. 23 

KATE:  Hello.   My name is Kate.  Please don=t take 24 
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my sister away.  She is in Grade 6 and going to junior high 1 

next year.  I will miss her walking to school with me.  2 

Please leave my sister at Park West.  Park West is great the 3 

way it is.  Thank you.  4 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you Alyssa, Emma, and Kate.  5 

Moving back to Recommendation 2 for Grosvenor, are there any 6 

new speakers for Grosvenor?   None.  Okay.  We will 7 

continue on with Park West=s list.  The next group of speakers 8 

- Constadina Rogers, Dorota Tarnogorska, and Nada and Mikyle 9 

Haidar. 10 

JEFF ROGERS FOR CONSTADINA ROGERS: Hi.  Sorry to be up 11 

here again.  I was asked to read this on behalf of 12 

Constadina: 13 

Park West is not overcrowded.  Every 14 

child has a seat in a proper classroom 15 

with the right number of students per 16 

class.   Special needs students have 17 

appropriate space and facilities in the 18 

classrooms with their peers.  All 19 

students have a place to hang their hat 20 

and put their coat and their boots.  In 21 

addition to every four or five 22 

classrooms, there is a shared pod 23 

facility for group work and IT 24 
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resources.  Every teacher has space for 1 

a desk in the classroom, as well as a 2 

separate office space.   Classrooms 3 

all have appropriate technical 4 

equipment, such as projectors and 5 

computers.   Resource and support 6 

teachers have appropriate facilities.  7 

ESL, YMCA, and other support programs 8 

have their space.  Music is taught in 9 

the music room.   Art is taught in the 10 

art room.  The EXCEL program has 11 

quality space for all students that wish 12 

to attend.   Lunch is eaten by all 13 

students in the cafeteria.  Hot meals 14 

are available for all students in the 15 

cafeteria if desired.  The halls are 16 

not used for storage or classes; they 17 

are used just as halls.   18 

We=ve been told by the principal it was, 19 

it will also be true next year when the 20 

new enrolment caps are in place for 21 

Grades P-2.   As there is universal 22 

agreement that enrolment is going to 23 

keep on falling, it will certainly be 24 
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true for the next five years. 1 

The Imagine Our Schools report a few 2 

years ago predicted the population 3 

would rise above capacity in the main 4 

building, plateau, and then fall to 625 5 

in 2018.   This is remarkably close to 6 

what is happening.  During the peak 7 

period, the report recommended that 8 

portables are used to provide 9 

additional classroom space.  In the 10 

long term, the student population of 11 

Park West will be between 500 and 650 12 

students, so the original planners of 13 

Park West are to be commended for 14 

right-sizing the building as a P-9 15 

facility. 16 

Park West is not overcrowded and it 17 

should be left alone.  Thank you. 18 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  Dorota Tarnogorska. 19 

DOROTA TARNOGORSKA: Good evening.  My name is Dorota 20 

Tarnogorska.   My son Nicholas is attending Park West 21 

School; he=s in Grade 4.   I have a short statement:  Park 22 

West, the model school, is fantastic.  We have great 23 

teachers, great children, great parents, and great 24 
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achievements.   We are very happy with our school.  There 1 

are no complaints.  We want to keep our school the way it is 2 

now.    We are a multi-cultural community, representing 70 3 

countries, with students from Primary to junior high.   We 4 

are thankful for this school.   There is enough space for all 5 

grades from Primary to Grade 9, and there is no ... The big 6 

question is why do you want to change something which is good.    7 

I understand and I hope that the Halifax School Board=s 8 

intention is to provide a better school, a better place for 9 

our children, but, as a parent, I know what is the best for 10 

my child, and I have to protect my child.   This is my duty.  11 

And I know that changing this school would be harmful, the 12 

new environment, and when comparing Park West Junior High, 13 

with no major incidents, and Clayton Park Junior High, where 14 

police intervention were needed nine times last year.     15 

As a parent, we want, I want the best for our children, 16 

for my child.   If there is any reason to make the changes, 17 

I would go for it, but I couldn=t find any good reason for the 18 

changes.   We bought our house in Clayton park because of the 19 

walking distance to schools, the walking distance without 20 

crossing any major roads.    21 

I=ll make it short.  I... The big question again - why 22 

do you want to change something which is good?  We are the 23 

Park West School - the students, the teachers, the parents.   24 
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This school is not just a building with numbers.  We are the 1 

school, and we ask to keep our school from Primary to Grade 2 

9.  Thank you.  3 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you. Nada and Mikyle Haidar. 4 

NADA HAIDAR: Good evening to the few that remain.   5 

My name is Nada Haidar.  I am a mother of two children at Park 6 

West.  My daughter is finishing this year, Grade 9, and my 7 

son is entering Grade 7 in September.    8 

Please forgive me if I seem ill-prepared, but today we 9 

buried a beloved grandfather, and I should be home with my 10 

grieving husband, but I am here because I know that my 11 

father-in-law would want me to fight for my kids. 12 

So I heard you say earlier that it takes a village, and 13 

it=s really essentially that I speak to that, because Park West 14 

is a diverse community.  It has umpteen number of 15 

nationalities - 72 countries, I believe - represented in this 16 

school.  I grew up in an immigrant family.  My parents were 17 

new to this country.  They didn=t speak English very well, and 18 

I was the oldest child.  So I=m going to give you guys a picture 19 

of how our life was and why P-9 is so important. 20 

I would come home and take care of my siblings.  We would 21 

walk home together at lunch.   We would take part in school 22 

activities together.  We were in school plays together.   We 23 

were in sports together.  We grew up together.  Our parents 24 
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trusted that we were going to be okay because we were 1 

together.  They had no choice but to come to this country and 2 

work really hard to contribute and to survive.   And so it 3 

was the four of us, really, helping each other.  And not 4 

understanding English to the best capacity, I was the 5 

translator to my parents.  So can you imagine if I was taken 6 

away to another school and I couldn=t help my siblings and I 7 

couldn=t help my family?   We need to speak to that.   This 8 

is... I know that communities like this exist elsewhere in 9 

Halifax, but this is a, such a tight-knit community, and we=re 10 

loving the P-9 model.  There isn=t ... What is it, 3%, and 11 

they=re not here.  I mean, 97 percent outstanding voices 12 

saying it=s not overcrowded, there=s not a problem, exemplary 13 

academics, exemplary family life.  What are we doing?   14 

I=m here.  I should be home with my grieving family.  And 15 

the School Board members, only a few of you are here.  Only 16 

a few of the Boundary Review Committee members are here.  17 

Janet, you=re my hero.   You know what, your face up there 18 

shows me that you=re not afraid, that you have courage.  Where 19 

is everybody else?   20 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICES:  Right here.  Right here. 21 

NADA HAIDAR: Thank you so much for being here.   22 

Thank you for putting up your hands.   I didn=t see it when 23 

I first came in the room when they called out your names.  24 
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Please, if you can influence anybody, if you can talk to 1 

anybody, if you change one mind, maybe it would be two... 2 

Please don=t make my night, having left home - I have a family 3 

at home that are, like, in agony - please, I came here tonight 4 

... I didn=t ... I wanted to be here for him.   He begs me every 5 

single morning, AMom, please, don=t stop the fight.  Please, 6 

let them hear your voice.@  I=ve written  hundreds of 7 

letters.   I=ve cc=d so many people.  My God, you guys are 8 

probably, like, irritated by me, because all I do is write 9 

letters, and, please, somebody will listen.  And they=re kind 10 

letters, because I have a really kind heart and I think, you 11 

know what, nobody is going to respond to anything bad, if I 12 

spoke nicely to these people that are taking so much time and 13 

effort to try to change things for the better...  Please, 14 

from my kind heart to your kind heart, let what I say help 15 

my kids. 16 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.   Go ahead, May. 17 

MAY EL SHARIF: I=m the SAC Chair of Park West.  Earlier 18 

this evening, when I was walking into the school, towards the 19 

sign-up sheets Terry=s like, Are you going to speak today?  20 

This is what these sheets are for, so if you=re not going to 21 

talk, don=t sign up your name.  I told him that=s not my plan, 22 

but I=m up here and I=m talking.    23 

The reason I=m not sitting where Janet Lee is sitting is 24 
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I was not comfortable to read the letter that a good excerpt 1 

from refers to me in those Committee meetings.  2 

Nevertheless, I=m up here now to honour a request made to me 3 

by the Committee members to explicitly state to Park West 4 

parents and everyone, but, unfortunately, most have left, 5 

that every volunteer Committee member is here tonight.  I=m 6 

not sure why people cannot see that earlier, when names were 7 

mentioned and hands were asked to be, you know, raised to 8 

identify ourselves, but, obviously, it got people ticked off.  9 

The one thing I would say, it was not only Park West parents 10 

that were saying the Committee members aren=t here, and I think 11 

they were looking to talk to us up on that stage.   I know 12 

I was not up on that stage, but I had my reason, that you all 13 

know now.  I could not be up there reading that letter.  So 14 

I do apologize to you on behalf of the parents, but I do 15 

forgive the parents, nevertheless.   They wanted to see 16 

people to talk to, know that they=re being listened to.  Thank 17 

you.   Sorry.  Thank you for having me talk. 18 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you, May.  Ladies and gentlemen, 19 

we have finished the list on Recommendation 1.  Is there 20 

anybody else who would like to say a few words before we wrap? 21 

KELLY GREENWOOD: Craig, I=m just going to butt in in 22 

front of you for a minute.  It=s Kelly Greenwood again.  I 23 

know I had my turn. I went with Janet Lee to the School Board 24 
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offices Friday and looked through the white binder, and I just 1 

want to make a brief comment about whatever A Smaller Park 2 

West School is.  We=ve heard a lot about it over the last few 3 

months.  It seems to be an anonymous group.  They have a 4 

lovely website.  I don=t agree with what they have on the 5 

website, but I... I don=t know who A Smaller Park West is.  6 

Nobody has come forward tonight.  There=s no names associated 7 

with the website.  If you=re good at IT, you can do a lovely 8 

website all by yourself.  The two submissions that were in 9 

the white binder from A Smaller Park West School came direct 10 

from the blog site, no names, no identity, no nothing.  I don=t 11 

know who you are.  I don=t even know if you=re 3%.   Thank you.  12 

TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you.  Would you identify 13 

yourself, please, when you get there. 14 

CRAIG POIRIER: Good evening, everybody.  My name is 15 

Craig Poirier, last name P-O-I-R-I-E-R.   I am the extremely  16 

proud parent of four Park West students, and I=m also the 17 

extremely proud stepparent of a child who attended Park West 18 

Junior High from 2004 to 2007 and is now employed in the 19 

education field in Nova Scotia. 20 

I don=t think I could possibly add anything that has not 21 

been said tonight.   I am so moved from the Park West 22 

community; as well, I feel so greatly for the Grosvenor 23 

community, for everything that we=ve heard.   I=m the 24 
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immediate past-Chair of the Park West School Advisory 1 

Council, so I can fully appreciate what May and all of the 2 

other volunteer members on this Boundary Review Committee 3 

have gone through, because if it wasn=t her there this year, 4 

I know it would be me.  So thank you very much.  Thank you 5 

to all of the volunteer members for everything that you=ve 6 

done. 7 

I guess the only few things that I=d like to say - because 8 

I have nothing prepared - Derek Carter isn=t here tonight and 9 

nobody may have mentioned that, but there=s a good reason.  10 

It=s because Mr. Carter is in Quebec City with our Grade 9s 11 

on the Grade 9 trip.  So thank you to Mr. Carter.   12 

And I remember, specifically, on June, or, sorry, 13 

January 27th, when we sat in the cafeteria out there, Mr. 14 

Hyman(sic), in your opening remarks you said, Well, the point 15 

for this this evening is we don=t want to make the same mistakes 16 

that we=ve made in the past boundary reviews.  Well, from what 17 

I can see, what I=ve been following, not only have you made 18 

the same ones, you=ve made worse ones. 19 

Mr. Wadden, you said to me, in the same room, as well, 20 

after I introduced myself to you, you said, We do not want 21 

to hear leave Park West alone.  We want to know why you left 22 

it alone.  I think you=ve heard more than an accurate 23 

representation of the Park West families tonight why we do 24 
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not want our school touched. 1 

I really don=t know what else to say, because I didn=t 2 

know what I was going to say.   So I=d just like to thank 3 

everyone for all the time and effort that you have put in.  4 

I ask the Boundary Review Committee this:  Please take away 5 

what you hear tonight, listen to your heart.   Is the 6 

decision that has been put forth the correct one?  I don=t 7 

think it is, and I think you=ve all heard why.   But I leave 8 

that with you to answer that and to go and take that 9 

recommendation, pass it on to Mr. LeRue.  And then the next 10 

showdown, I guess, will be at the School Board meeting.  So 11 

thank you very much for you time.  And thank you, Mr. Wadden, 12 

for allowing me to speak. 13 
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TERRY WADDEN:  Thank you, Craig.   Last call for 1 

speakers on Recommendation 1.   Seeing none, ladies and 2 

gentlemen, I do want to thank you for coming out this evening 3 

and sharing your concerns and your thoughts.    The 4 

Committee certainly has heard you.  As mentioned, the 5 

transcript will be submitted back to us, I think, by end of 6 

business day on Friday, and at which time we will be 7 

forwarding that to the Committee so they can do some review. 8 

But, again, I do want to thank you very much for coming 9 

out and sharing your concerns with us, and I can, I can tell 10 

you that the Committee has heard them.   So thank you very 11 

much.    12 

MEETING CONCLUDED  (TIME: 11:11) 13 
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